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Introduction

January 2022

Dear Year 8 Student

During the next few months you will be making a number of important decisions. You will be
choosing subjects that we hope will enable you to:

- have a number of strong options after you have completed your GCSEs
- pursue your intended educational or vocational choice
- have an excellent opportunity to excel in a range of subjects that you enjoy

It is important for you that you take these decisions seriously and that you see this as part of the
educational journey you embarked on over a decade ago. Your choices at this stage of your
academic career will shape your future. It sounds daunting but it is actually an exciting time. We
want to support you as thoroughly as we can in making these decisions.

Core Curriculum:
Although you have options, there are a set of subjects that you must take. These are called ‘core
subjects’ and they include the following GCSEs:

Maths
English Language
English Literature
Science - either Double Science - ‘Trilogy’ (2 GCSEs) or Triple ‘Separate Sciences’ (3 GCSEs).
You will be advised towards the end of year 8 by the Science department which course you are
likely to follow. Unlike previous years, Triple ‘Separate Sciences’ does not take up one of your
Options.

It is worth remembering that students in England who fail to achieve a grade 4 or above in
English and maths GCSEs will have to continue studying these subjects until the age of 18. So
the work that you are doing in Year 8 in these core subjects, especially Maths and English, is
vitally important in terms of setting firm foundations for the future.

In addition, within the ‘core’, all students will have two lessons of PE and one lesson of Life
Learning each week. These lessons are very important in keeping you fit and active and in
supporting you with your ongoing ‘whole-child’ education in morals and ethics and personal,
social and health education. When you are in Year 9, you will also have one lesson a week of
Religion and Ethics, unless you follow the ‘Separate Sciences’ route.
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Introduction

Further Options:
You will take four subjects in addition to the core subjects. The majority of students will follow
Pathway A, where one subject is a language, one is either History or Geography and two come
from the list of Options choices.  A much smaller number of students will follow Pathway B.

Pathway A:
The Government has introduced a standard for students at 16 years of age. This is the English
Baccalaureate. In order to gain this award, students must achieve a GCSE level of 5 or above
in English, Mathematics, Combined Science, a Modern Foreign Language and either History or
Geography. In similarity to the majority of secondary schools, we believe that this broad and
balanced curriculum until the age of 16 is the most appropriate route for the vast majority of our
students.

Pathway B:
For a smaller number of students, however, parents and carers have already been contacted to
let them know that they will be following Pathway B, where only one option choice has to be
either History, Geography, French or Spanish, with the three remaining coming from the list of
Options choices.

If your parents have not been contacted, you should assume that you should follow Pathway A.
If you wish to discuss following Pathway B instead of A, please contact Ms Shipley in the first
instance at Options Evening.

The process of selection will require a significant amount of thought before the final decision.
One of the main strengths of Uckfield College is its broad, wide-ranging curriculum offered at
Key Stage 4 and we are committed to offering students a range of subjects that enables genuine
choice and that can suit individuals’ interests and talents.

Some combinations of subjects are not possible. Students cannot choose both Art & Design and
Textiles because there is too much overlap between the course content for example. Students
also cannot take both Engineering Technical Award and Engineering GCSE because of Exam
board restrictions.
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Introduction

There is a large and exciting range of optional courses which we are currently offering but we
need to know how many of you would like to follow each of them before we can be sure that
they will be able to run. If the numbers of students opting for a particular subject are very low
then we will not be able to offer the subject and you will need to have an alternative in mind.
This is why we ask you to name and number three choices in Stage 3 if you are on
Pathway A and four if you are on Pathway B, with one of these being your reserve choice.
We work very hard to place as many students as possible on their first choices but you must be
prepared that you may be allocated your reserve subject because of timetabling or staffing
constraints.

What is the difference between BTEC, Technical and GCSE qualifications?
The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE), Business and Technology Education
Council (BTEC) and Technical Awards are all academic qualifications that are awarded in the
United Kingdom. The main difference is that BTEC and Technical are awarded for vocational
subjects, whilst the GCSE is awarded for a large number of other subjects.
Each type of qualification we offer at Uckfield is regarded as being 'equivalent' in value and each
course is recognised by the Department for Education as an ‘approved subject’. GCSEs are
available in the vast majority of subjects and are usually linear courses, assessed through
terminal examinations. The other awards are vocational, work-related qualifications. These
courses still have written examinations as well as coursework.

Student Guidance:
Let’s not ignore the fact that you are at a crossroads in both your personal life and your
academic career. Your choices are significant decisions that will shape your short and long term
future. The College will strive to help you as much as possible but at the same time you have a
lot of personal responsibility to reflect on what you want and what you can achieve.

Students: How to make your choices:
We want you to think hard:

- Think hard about the subjects you have had success with this year
- Think hard about the subjects you could have success with in the future
- Think hard about your school reports and mentoring sessions - evaluate your results:

what do they tell you about you?
- Think hard about your current and potential transferable skills
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Introduction

- Think hard about what pathways after GCSE you may wish to explore and research which
GCSEs will help you reach that goal.

Remember that there are many people who can support you:
- Your parents/carers
- Your subject teachers
- Your form mentor
- Your Director of Year and Pastoral Leader
- Current students who are studying the new GCSE

We want you to avoid these considerations:
- Which teacher may I get?
- If I pick this subject, I may have that teacher
- Which subject is easy?
- Which subject does not include much reading and writing?
- Which subject has the fewest exams?
- What are my friends doing?

These are unhelpful and irrelevant considerations and could be detrimental to your long term
and short term success and enjoyment and motivation at Key Stage 4.

Remember, there are no ‘easy’ subjects; when qualifications were reformed a few years ago, the
bar was raised. All the subjects will be a challenge so it is well worth making informed, personal
and aspirational decisions and don’t forget that we are here to help make the best decision
possible at this exciting time.
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Introduction

What next?
There is a structured process to support you and your parents in making these decisions.
Please make a note of these important dates:

Thursday 6th January 2022 Initial information given out in assemblies
with Mr Bowie. Assembly and Options form
published on website.

Friday 7th January 2022 Options booklet containing the Options form
and information about all the courses
published on the website and given out in
PDT.

Week beginning 10th January 2022 Life Learning lesson on Option choices

Thursday 27th January 2022 Parents’ Evening with your subject teachers.

Wednesday 2nd February 2022 Options Evening, where you will have a
chance to find out more about the process
and the courses available to you.

Wednesday 23rd February 2022 Deep Learning Day - Taster sessions in new
subjects

Friday 25th February 2022 Deadline for Options Form to be submitted
to your form mentor. Please make sure you
meet this deadline.

March/April 2022 A number of students may be invited to see a
member of the leadership team to clear up
any problems and to check that the choices
you have made are appropriate for you. Your
parents will be involved in these discussions.

June 2022 Students’ options are confirmed in writing to
parents.
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Introduction

Thank you for reading this information and good luck with the next stage of your education at
Uckfield College.  We look forward to working with you over the next stage of your education.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Shipley Jamie Bowie Sara Marshallsay
Director of Year 8 Assistant Headteacher Head of School
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Careers Advice
Access to information, advice

& guidance

Deciding now with an eye to the future

At this stage we are asking you to choose subjects for your Year 9, 10 and 11 courses (KS4). We
are not expecting you to choose careers.

Some of you may think that you know exactly what you want to do in the future, but you may
very well change your mind in the next three years. Most of you have not decided what you want
as a career. Possibly, some of you will end up doing jobs that have not yet been created. We are
also at a time when more and more of you will need to change your career during your working
lifetime.

All of this makes choosing subjects wisely at your age a difficult task. It is very important that
you choose a broad range of subjects that will give you a general education and so keep as many
career options as possible open to you. If you have any idea of the sort of career you may want
to follow later on, do find out which subjects you may need. We are often asked which subjects
are the best to include for certain future careers or for study at 16+. To list all the possibilities is
well beyond the scope and intention of this booklet, but the following information may be of help.

For students who may wish to continue studying:

Our expectation is that all students should aim to achieve the new national benchmark
qualification of 8 GCSEs at grade 5 or higher including both English and Mathematics.

All students are now expected to stay on in Education or Training until the age of 18. We would
hope that all students would consider continuing their education in the Sixth Form or local College
at an appropriate level.

For A-Level courses you need at least an average of grade 5 in your GCSEs. Many individual
subjects will require a grade 6 or higher.

You can study some subjects at A-Level without having studied them at GCSE. There are also a
wide range of other courses at various levels for which there are no specific requirements. The
Sixth Form Prospectus can be accessed from the front page of the Uckfield College website.
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Careers Advice
Access to information, advice &

guidance

For students who hope to go to University after Sixth Form

Courses at universities may seem a long way off, but this section might be useful to some of you.

To study degree courses you will need GCSE grades 5 or higher in English Language and Maths
plus other GCSE subjects, some of which may be specified, in addition to your qualifications at
Advanced Level.

For students with a definite career in mind

It is an impossible task to list the subjects required for all the careers that all students are
considering. Mathematics, English and Science are the key subjects needed for a wide variety of
careers, but there are other entry requirements that you may need to have. A Technology
subject and a Foreign Language are becoming increasingly important. Formal interviews for
students and parents can be arranged. If you have any specific careers in mind, you must check
on the subjects required. (see Russell Group: Informed Choices. www.russellgroup.org -
informed choices – latest pdf)

If you need careers advice, please make an appointment with our career advisor.  They can be
contacted on this email address:
careers@uckfield.college
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_______________________________________________________

Religious Education (Year 9)
(Compulsory Core)

____________________________________________________________________
Introduction
This course is a non-examined one year continuation of the highly successful Key Stage 3 RE
course. The intention of the course is to spark interest in the big concepts in our culture through
our thought-provoking lessons, so that learners develop an interest in the wider issues in the
world. RE encourages learners to develop a reflective, discerning and caring approach to life. The
subject promotes the importance of developing respect and sensitivity to others, in particular
those with faiths and beliefs different from their own.

Course Content
We will explore a broad range of theological beliefs, moral issues and philosophical concepts,
including the follow:

★ What is the purpose of religion?
★ What is the purpose of science?
★ What is the relationship between science and religion?
★ What is meant by the term ‘Spirituality’?
★ Environmental ethics
★ Animal rights
★ Arguments for and against capital punishment
★ Religion and the media

Helpful skills and Qualities
Students will be encouraged to have an open mind and to examine and evaluate varying moral
positions without prejudice. This open mind of enquiry, used in conjunction with excellent
academic habits, will lead students to recognise the cross curricular value of this subject and its
role in developing their own world view.

It will be of great help to you across all of your subjects if you were to broaden the range of your
media content. Watch the news; listen to debates and discussion programmes on TV and radio;
stay aware of current affairs - especially about controversial issues.
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English (Compulsory Core)

Introduction
At KS4, students will study two qualifications to GCSE level in English Language and English
Literature.  Separate qualifications in each are awarded.

Students will also complete a Spoken Language assessment. This endorsement will be reported
as a separate grade (Pass, Merit, Distinction or Not Classified) and will not contribute to the result
of the GCSE English qualification.

Course Content: English Language
Students will be taught and assessed to:

Speak
● Understand, order and present facts, ideas and opinions verbally
● Articulate experiences and express their thoughts and feelings
● Communicate clearly and fluently
● Use language and register that is appropriate to audience and context
● Listen to and respond appropriately to the contributions of others

Read
● Understand and collate explicit meanings
● Understand, explain and collate implicit meanings and attitudes
● Select analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes
● Understand how writers achieve effects

Write
● Articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined
● Order and present facts, ideas and opinions
● Understand and use a range of appropriate vocabulary
● Use language and register appropriate to audience and context
● Make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures, sentences,

punctuation and spelling.
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English Literature
(Compulsory Core)

English Literature
Students will be taught to:
Respond to a range of texts, both modern and heritage, critically and imaginatively, selecting and
evaluating relevant textual details to support and illustrate interpretations.

Read and understand poetry, prose and drama in their social, cultural and historical contexts,
interpreting and exploring writers’ use of narrative and literacy methods.

Make comparisons and explore links between different texts.

Helpful Skills and Qualities
In order to do well you will need to develop accurate writing skills and be able to express yourself
clearly in verbal and written work. It is important that you read widely, as this will have a
beneficial impact on your study, helping you achieve the grade you want. Reading a range of
texts – novels, biographies, travel writing, newspaper and magazine articles, leaflets,
advertisements, reviews and brochures – will inform your understanding of examination texts and
help your writing. It will also help you to understand texts and non-fiction writing tasks if you
take an interest in current affairs and shape opinions about controversial issues. Listening to
debates and discussion programmes on TV and radio will help you to develop analytical and
debating skills for writing and oral tasks.

Assessment Pattern

English Language
External Examination – 100%

English Literature
External Examination – 100%

Examination Boards and Specification Titles

English Language – AQA GCSE English Language (8700)

English Literature – AQA GCSE: English Literature (8702)

Curriculum Leader: Mrs A Stone
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Mathematics
(Compulsory Core)

Introduction

Mathematics is an interdisciplinary language and tool. It is the language of Science, of Business,
of Finance, IT, Engineering and is fundamental in all of our lives.

The new GCSE that was first examined in 2017 is taught in two tiers – Higher and Foundation.
Students taking the Higher Tier have the opportunity of attaining grades 4 – 9 and students
taking Foundation have the opportunity of attaining grades 1 – 5.

Course Content

The new GCSE Mathematics is heavily based on problem solving. It tests for understanding of
topics, its application to problem solve in context, and utilises skills as they occur in real life
situations, not as stand alone questions. Problems will be presented that may require two or
more Mathematical skills, or steps, to solve it. It is, therefore, the aim of the course to ensure
that all students will be able to:
a) Use and apply standard techniques
b) Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically
c) Solve problems within Mathematics and in other contexts

The following topics will be covered:
Algebra; Number; Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change; Geometry and Measure; Probability and
Statistics.

The following skills will be taught:
- Formulae and Substitution, Area and Volume, Construction, Compound Measures,

Calculation, Graphing, Algebraic manipulation, Pythagoras and all Trigonometry.
- Solving equations in many forms, from linear, to quadratic, and simultaneous.
- Different types of Number use, including fractions, decimals, percentages, indices, surds.
- Data Handling, including collection , sampling, various types of presentation and

interpretation.
- Probability, Venn diagrams and proof.

Helpful skills and Qualities

The key quality that helps in Maths is resilience, the ability to be able to try again, to model a
problem, to investigate further, and to be curious. Everyone can succeed at Mathematics, no
matter what their perception of their ability.
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Mathematics
(Compulsory Core)

Assessment Pattern

Students will be assessed on units throughout the year, with an end of year exam at the end of
year 10.  There will then be a minimum of one mock exam in year 11.

Coursework

There is no coursework in GCSE Mathematics.

Final Exam

GCSE Mathematics – June of Year 11.
Paper 1 - Non Calculator
Paper 2 - Calculator
Paper 3 - Calculator.

Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes.  (So a total of 4 hours and 30 mins over the three exams).

Examination Board:

GCSE: Edexcel

Curriculum Leader: Mrs L Muller
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Life Learning
(Compulsory Core)

Life Learning is a school subject through which students develop the knowledge, skills and
attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe, and prepare for life and work in
modern Britain. At Uckfield it also contains a spiritual study of the place of religion and ethics in
the world today. Well-delivered Life Learning programmes have an impact on both academic and
non-academic outcomes for students.

Life Learning aims to develop skills and attributes such as resilience, self-esteem,
risk-management, team working and critical thinking in the context of learning grouped into
three core themes: health and wellbeing, cultural and religious understanding,
relationships and living in the wider world.

At Key Stage 4, students extend and rehearse the skills, further explore attitudes and values,
and deepen knowledge and understanding acquired during Key Stage 3. Life Learning education
reflects the fact that learners are moving towards an independent role in adult life, taking on
greater responsibility for themselves and others. By Key Stage 4, increasing numbers of students
may be gaining direct experience of issues taught through Life Learning education.

Core Theme 1: Health and wellbeing
● Sex and Relationships Education (SRE)
● how to maintain physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing
● the consequences of teenage pregnancy
● how to assess and manage risks to health and to stay, and keep others, safe
● how to identify and access help, advice and support
● how to make informed choices about health and wellbeing matters including drugs,

alcohol and tobacco; maintaining a balanced diet; physical activity; emotional health and
wellbeing and sexual health

Core Theme 2: Relationships
● how to develop and maintain a variety of healthy relationships within a range of

social/cultural contexts
● how to recognise and manage emotions within a range of relationships
● how to deal with negative relationships including all forms of bullying (including the

distinct challenges posed by online bullying) and abuse, sexual and other violence and
online encounters

● the concept of consent in a variety of contexts (including in sexual relationships)
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Life Learning
(Compulsory Core)

Core Theme 3: Living in the wider world: careers and being a responsible citizen
● rights and responsibilities as members of diverse communities, as active citizens and

participants in the local, national and global community

● how to make informed decisions based on understanding the values and needs of those
with different backgrounds to your own

Curriculum Leader: Mrs A Roberts
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Physical Education
(Compulsory Core)

KS4 Core PE

Physical Education remains a compulsory subject, with the emphasis in KS4 being on
participation and enjoyment to promote a prolonged interest in sport and physical activity.
In Years 9, 10 and 11 students take part in a range of activities and games which they study in
depth throughout the key stage.

Students will tackle complex and demanding physical activities. They should get involved in a
range of activities that develop personal fitness and promote an active, healthy lifestyle.
Students will be taught to:

● Use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in team and
individual games.

● Develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports.
● Take part in further activities in a range of environments which present intellectual and

physical challenges and which encourage students to work in a team, building on trust
and developing skills to solve problems, either individually or as a group.

● Evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement
across a range of physical activities to achieve their personal best.

● Continue to take part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school through
community links or sports clubs.

Expectations for participation in KS4 PE are exactly the same as they were in KS3; all students
should wear their full Uckfield PE Kit and unless a student has a severe injury they are expected
to participate in the lesson, if not as a competitor then as a coach, official or assistant. Uckfield
PE department recognises the importance of leading a healthy active lifestyle and the role it plays
in ensuring each student maintains good physical health while studying their GCSEs.

To improve in any activity, students can attend extra-curricular activities. The course aims to
encourage students to pursue active and healthy lifestyles. This course does not involve an
external examination. Students are assessed on their effort levels only in core PE.

Curriculum Leader: Mr C Topping
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Science (Compulsory Core)

Science helps us make sense of the amazing world around us. A world whose resources we need
yet also a world that requires protecting. At GCSE level we go further into explaining the big ideas
in science and how they help us understand how the natural world works. We also look at how
the process of science occurs and what scientists do to try to gain greater understanding. All
students take Science at GCSE level and at the end of Year 8 the Science department will assess
which examination route is the most suitable:

Route 1: The majority of students will study the GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) in Years 9,
10 and 11. These students will end up with a double award science GCSE by the end of Year 11
with two separate numbered grades. Grades will be from 9 (highest) to 1 (lowest).

Route 2: Those students who have shown a particular ability in science will follow the THREE
Separate sciences route that will give them three GCSEs called Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. These students will have been working consistently at a high level in Science over Year
7 and 8.

You will be advised towards the end of Year 8 by the Science department which course you are
likely to follow.  Unlike previous years, Triple ‘Separate Sciences’ does not take up one of your
Options.

Helpful skills and qualities

Whichever science route you take we would encourage you to ask questions and suggest reasons
why things happen using data to support your ideas or conclusions.

You need to be able to work well in teams and on your own in practical activities.

You need to be determined to learn some key facts and apply them. You should also be willing to
tackle the ethical issues that science can raise. Being able to see the limitations of the information
provided and not giving up are key skills that will help you to be successful.
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Science (Compulsory Core)

Route 1: GCSE ‘Double’ Combined Science (Trilogy)

This is the most popular national science specification.

Combined Science Assessment – at the end of Year 11
External examinations – (6 x 75 minutes)

There are six external exams for Combined ‘Double’ Science. These are made up of two Biology,
two Chemistry and two Physics papers each worth 70 marks. Students can sit all foundation tier
or all higher tier papers.

Each examination contains a mixture of multiple choice, structured closed, short answer and open
response questions. Each examination is worth 16.7%

There is no coursework with the new Science GCSEs but the exams will test students on a
number of required practicals that they will complete over the three years.

(Written external examinations currently take place in May/June)

Examination Board: AQA

Specification: GCSE Combined Science Trilogy 8464
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Science (Compulsory Core)

Route 2: Three Separate Sciences ‘Triple’: GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Those students following the three separate sciences (Triple Science) will cover all topics in
Combined Science and will also study extension topics within each of these areas. In this scheme
a student can gain different grades from 1-9 (9 being the highest, 1 being the lowest) in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.

Assessment
Students will sit six 105 minute examinations at the end of Year 11: two in Biology, two in
Chemistry and two in Physics. Each examination counts for 50% in that subject and is out of 100
marks. Each exam contains a mixture of multiple choice, structured closed, short answer and
open response questions. Students can sit either all higher or all foundation tier papers in each
subject.

There is no coursework with the new science GCSEs but the exams will test students on a
number of required practicals that they will complete over the three years.

Examination Board: AQA ‘GCSE Biology’ 8461

Examination Board: AQA ‘GCSE Chemistry’ 8462

Examination Board: AQA ‘GCSE Physics’ 8463

Curriculum Leader: Mr M Ball
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Art and Design

Introduction to Art and Design

GCSE Art is an exciting, enjoyable, practical course that gives you the opportunity to be creative,
work independently and develop your own skills in your favorite area of Art and Design. You are
taught within projects but are able to develop these on your own path to individual final pieces.

Students find Art can be a really rewarding course; it offers you a break from rigid academic
studies, it enables you to express your own ideas and trains you to be a creative thinker.

Everything we use in life has been designed by somebody. The creative industries are the biggest
growth area in the world. Past students have gone on to work in animation, fashion design,
graphics, film making, gaming design, stage and film make-up, photography, hairdressing - to
name but a few. Art GCSE to an employer or University proves that you are an independent,
creative  thinker.

Course Content

The GCSE in Art and Design follows on from what you have studied throughout Key Stage 3.
You will do a series of projects and workshops covering such skills as drawing, painting, 3D
sculpture, collage, printmaking, mixed media and researching ideas through historical and
modern-day artists, and taking photographs to help you with ideas.

Year 9 is about developing your skills in workshops covering painting,drawing, printmaking,3D,
and mixed media

Everything you produce over years 10 and 11 is considered ‘coursework’ which is 60% of the final
GCSE grade.
The final project you do is set by the exam board and this is 40% of your GCSE grade.

Helpful Skills and Qualities

We want students who are prepared to ‘have a go’, who enjoy their art studies currently and
would like to study them further.
You must be happy to get messy, share ideas, work in groups and independently. You should be a
student who enjoys looking and working visually, learning about new techniques, exploring lots of
ways of working with materials, and have a genuine interest in creating art. It is not essential for
you to be good at drawing as there are many other skills that we can explore.
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Art and Design

Assessment

The structure of the GCSE examination is as follows;

1. Coursework comprising sketchbook work, portfolio pieces and homework and all
work undertaken throughout Years 10 and 11. From all this work we either combine
everything or select to create ONE complete unit of work.

2. The final exam. This is a project set by the exam board. Students choose a title off the
paper and produce a sketchbook of work (planning) and produce a final piece in 10
hours (in exam conditions).

Coursework is 60% of the final grade. The timed examination and all the preparatory work is
40% of the final grade.

Other Information

Art is highly recommended for any student that currently enjoys their art studies. They may wish
to pursue a creative career in Art and Design or the film industries or it may just be an extra
qualification to keep a broad spectrum of GCSEs.
Students can progress onto A Level in Years 12 and 13 with specialisms in Fine Art, Photography,
Graphic Design and Textiles.

Exam Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Mrs B Archer
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Computer Science

Computer science is an integral part of our lives, shaping virtually everything from the
objects around us to the ways in which we communicate, travel, work, and play. And the
computer revolution has just begun. Computer scientists invent the future by developing
architectures and techniques for more advanced computing, and by developing the applications
that operate within those frameworks.

Computer science is a powerful force for making a positive difference in the world.
Computing has made possible undertakings such as landing the Curiosity Rover on Mars,
managing patient care to avoid undesired drug interactions, revolutionising communications
through the use of mobile devices, and even the creation of a computer that can win at Chess.
It’s a field of unbounded potential – opt for GCSE Computer Science and get ready to change the
world!

Requirements of the course:
Ideally Learners will have some knowledge of computers and related areas. They need to be very
confident and very able mathematicians who are able to write in clear and correct English. As the
course includes a large amount of programming content, an interest and some experience in this
would be helpful.

This course provides an excellent stepping stone for further study in Computer Science but would
also give students studying other disciplines a strong technical advantage in their work.

Assessment Model
Component 01: Computer Systems
This component introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and
storage, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system software.
It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer
science.

1 hour 30 minutes Exam - 50% of the total GCSE

Component 02: Computational Thinking
Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They develop skills and
understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust
programs, computational logic, translators and data representation. The skills and knowledge
developed within this component will support the learner when completing the component 03
programming project.

1 hour 30 minutes Exam - 50% of the total GCSE
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Computer Science

Component 03: Programming Project
Students are required to use OCR assessment tasks to demonstrate their practical ability in the
skills developed in components 01 and 02. They will define success criteria from a given problem,
and then design suitable algorithms to achieve these success criteria. Students then code their
solutions in a suitable programming language, test their solution’s functionality using a
documented test plan and use these tests to evaluate their success. Students have a total of 20
hours to complete their programming project.

Whilst the project is weighted at 0% of the total GCSE, it remains a required component of the
course and serves as an invaluable opportunity to help students develop their ability to address
the questions of the challenging component 02 paper.

Approx. 20 hours Controlled Assessment - 0% of the total GCSE

Examination Board: OCR

Curriculum Leader: Mr D Bedford
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Dance

Introduction

Do you enjoy dancing a range of different dance styles?
Do you enjoy practical based lessons?
Do you enjoy creating your own dances?
Do you like performing?
Do you like going to the theatre?
Do you want to develop your confidence skills and support your mental health?
Do you want to work as a member of a team?

If you can answer yes to the majority of these questions, this could be the course for you.

Course Content

This will include the study of:

● The physical, technical expressive and mental elements of dance skill
● Safe practice and preparation for dance sessions
● Factors which influence the achievement of high quality dance performance (including
personal training, mental preparation and health and nutrition)
● The process of creating choreography (including process and development of dance
ingredients)
● Constituent features of a dance and how these can support an artistic intention
● Analysis and Interpretation of dances
● The history and social context of dances and how these can support audience appreciation

The aim of the course is to develop the individual student’s knowledge and understanding
through performing,  choreography and appreciation of a variety of dance styles.

Helpful Skills and Qualities

It is helpful if students enjoy performing or creating dances or have an interest in watching filmed
or live productions. This course requires students to develop good teamwork skills and
independent learning. The course caters for everyone, regardless of ability, experience or current
dance knowledge, however it would benefit students if they participated in arts events inside or
outside of school, for example Dance clubs or productions.
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Dance

Assessment Pattern

Students are given the opportunity in Year 10 to perform, choreograph and appreciate dance.

In Year 11 the following areas are marked internally and externally moderated:

Component 1 60%

A Performance (practical) 30%

B Choreography (practical) 30%

Component 2 Dance Appreciation – written examination paper 40%

What use is Dance GCSE in the future?
Colleges and universities will often encourage students to engage with a creative subject, you will
experience the opportunity to develop transferable skills such as presentation skills, presenting to
an audience, writing reflectively, comparative writing, applying historical, political and sociological
factors to your studies. GCSE Dance can also support you in careers such as performer, dance
teacher, dance movement therapist, dance scientist, physiotherapist, nutritionist, choreographer,
freelance artist, community arts worker etc. The possibilities in today’s world are endless.

Other Information

Students will be given the opportunity to perform for audiences within school and the wider
community.
Throughout the course, there will be the opportunity to visit theatres and watch professional
dance companies. There will also be the chance to take part in workshops run by professional
artists.
Students are expected to wear a dance kit for lessons and not their PE kit.

Girls: Plain black leotard, black sports leggings, and a Uckfield dance t-shirt (optional).

Boys: Plain black tracksuit bottoms, and a plain black top or Uckfield dance t-shirt (optional)

For more information please speak to Miss Munday.

Examination Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader Miss A Munday
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Drama

Introduction

Drama is a 60% coursework GCSE. It focuses on developing student’s theatrical skills, alongside
their ability to comprehensively analyse and evaluate live performances. Students will experience
different opportunities to create and devise original work, whilst interpreting a range of script
based pieces in order to strengthen their creativity and acting techniques.

Course Content

Based upon a chosen stimulus, students learn how to devise their own work, whilst completing a
devising log which outlines the process undergone during the rehearsals to achieve the desired
outcome. Students also perform two extracts from a published play, concluding with a written
examination encompassing a set text and a live theatre review.

Component 1:
Understanding Drama - 40% of GCSE (1 hour 45 minute written examination)
What is assessed?
● Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre
● Study of a play from a performance perspective
● Analysis and evaluation of a piece of live theatre – students must therefore attend at

least two theatre trips during the course

Component 2:
Devising Drama - 40% of GCSE (Internally assessed practical and written
coursework)
What is assessed?
● The process of creating devised drama
● A performance of devised drama
● Analysis and evaluation of own work through a devising log

Component 3:
Texts in practice - 20% of GCSE (Externally assessed practical performance)
What is assessed?
● Performances of two extracts from one published play, which contrasts with the set play

chosen for component 1
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Drama

Helpful Skills and Qualities

Students must be able to work effectively within a small group, having the skills to compromise
and lead where appropriate. They should enjoy performing in front of others and want to grow
as performers. They will develop the ability to contribute to the team, think on their feet, respond
well to criticism, refine and polish work to a performance standard, speak confidently in front of
others and develop creative ideas whilst focussed on the desired outcome.

Written Work:

Students must understand that there is a written aspect to the course and that time in lessons
will be spent on coursework and preparation for the written exam as well as practical work.
Students will be expected to develop technical vocabulary and the ability to critically analyse the
process undergone in rehearsal and the decisions made when creating final performances. They
will also study two plays so a love of literature and a willingness to learn lines will be essential.

What use is Drama GCSE in the future?

Drama GCSE is widely appreciated by employers in many sectors due to the transferable skills and
personal qualities students gain.  They will be well placed to continue further drama study or
apply themselves towards a career in marketing, law, public relations, teaching, presenting,
management, travel and tourism, advertising or sales.

Examination Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Miss A Terry
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Economics

Introduction
Economics is a well respected, thoroughly enjoyable GCSE for students who want to do
something completely different. It helps you understand decisions of consumers, producers and
governments.

There may be an opportunity to take part in enterprise and investment projects.

Course Content

Year  9 – How markets work

You will study the economic foundations such as the nature and purpose of economic activity, the
factors of production and the importance of making choices. You will also look at how businesses
decide what prices to set using the market mechanism. This introduces students to concepts such
as supply and demand, intermarket relationships and price elasticity.

Topics include:

● Economic foundations
● Resource allocation
● How prices are determined
● Production, costs, revenue and profit
● Competitive and concentrated markets
● Market failure

Year 10 & 11 - An introduction to economic understanding.

This section raises a series of issues and problems of economic understanding, to provide a broad
national and international perspective. This will provide an in-depth knowledge of how the
economy works in terms of inflation, exchange rates, unemployment and government policy.

Topics include:

● Introduction to the national economy
● Government objectives
● How the government manages the economy
● International trade and the global economy
● The role of money and financial markets
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Economics

Assessment Pattern

You will sit two exams at the end of Year 11, both worth 50% of the overall grade. You will be
assessed using multiple choice questions followed by a range of calculation, short and extended
response questions.

Other Information

Economics can be studied at A Level in the sixth form and it is a well-respected subject at
universities and colleges. It is a useful qualification for anyone considering a business or finance
related occupations such as accountancy, banking, business management, law, politics or perhaps
even a career as a professional Economist. It is increasingly important for young people to have
an understanding of the ever-changing modern economy.

Whilst there is an amount of Maths on the course, confidence with numbers and basic graphs will
be advantageous. A Level Economics students say that they found taking it at GCSE to be very
useful indeed.

Economics graduates earn 40% more than the average graduate 5 years after graduation.

Examination Board: OCR

Curriculum Leader: Mr D Innes
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Further Mathematics

Introduction

Further Mathematics is an additional GCSE course available to selected students. As this course is
above GCSE and very demanding, it will only be offered to students identified by the Maths
department and will run as an after-school activity, beginning in Year 10.

Course Content

The content assumes prior knowledge of the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study and covers the
areas of algebra, trigonometry and geometry, which are crucial to further study in the subject, in
greater depth and breadth. This qualification places an emphasis on higher order technical
proficiency, rigorous argument and problem solving skills. It also gives an introduction to calculus
and matrices and develops further skills in trigonometry, functions and graphs.

Assessment Pattern

One Non Calculator Paper - 1 hour 45 minutes
One Calculator Paper - 1 hour 45 minutes

Other Information

This course is designed for students who are expected to achieve grade 8 or 9 in GCSE Maths and
are likely to progress to study A level Mathematics or Further Mathematics.

Examination Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Mrs L Muller
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Geography

Introduction
Geography is a dynamic and relevant subject for all young people. They will learn about their
place in the world and the responsibilities to the environment and the sustainability of the planet
as well as to other people. Change is a key theme in Geography. There has never been a better
time to study Geography: the ‘migrant crisis’, ‘climate change’ and ‘globalisation’, these are just a
few topics that are both in the news daily and studied through the course.

The GCSE course teaches general themes supported by case studies at a variety of scales from
local to global. This gives the basis of knowledge of world geography and helps you to interpret
the world around you.
The idea of sustainability underpins the subject and makes it relevant and interesting. Different
values and viewpoints are recognised and linked to how these affect decision making in
geographical contexts. As well as knowledge and understanding, a range of skills are developed,
including the practical and communication skills necessary for geographical enquiry.

Course Content

There are three units which are covered:

Physical Environment:

Natural Hazards, The Living World, Physical Landscapes in the UK.
How it's assessed

● Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

● 88 marks (including 3 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist

terminology (SPaG))

● 35% of GCSE

Human Environment:

Urban Issues & Challenges, Changing Economic World, Resource Management.
How it's assessed

● Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

● 88 marks (including 3 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist

terminology (SPaG))

● 35% of GCSE
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Geographical Application:

Decision Making Exercise, Fieldwork.
How it's assessed

● Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes

● 76 marks (including 6 marks for SPaG)

● 30% of GCSE

● Pre-release resources booklet made available 12 weeks before Paper 3 exam

Helpful Skills and Qualities
Geography will help you develop and extend your knowledge of locations, places, environments
and processes, and of different scales including global; and of social, political and cultural
contexts. You will also develop and extend your competence in a range of skills including those
used in fieldwork, in using maps and GIS and in researching secondary evidence.

To enjoy Geography and find it really interesting, it is great if you have some of these qualities:

- An interest in Geography and the world in which we live.
- The ability to recall Geographical case studies and interpret maps and graphs.
- Decision making abilities and fieldwork investigation skills.

Assessment Pattern

Three units:
‘Living in the Physical Environment’ (35%)
‘Challenges in the Human Environment’ (35%)
‘Geographical Applications’ (30%)
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Geography

Fieldwork:
There will be 1 day of fieldwork throughout the GCSE course; the day will look at both the
physical and human environment. After the field trips, a brief project will be created in class
which will be assessed in the Geographical Applications exam.

Other Information

90% of Geography Graduates are in employment 6 months after graduation, they are some of
the most employable due to the range of transferable skills that are developed through studying
the subject. These include the use of maps, GIS, qualitative and quantitative data and
cartographic skills. We are a large option subject and students thoroughly enjoy the course.

Examination Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Mr M Leswell
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History

Introduction

GCSE History is an exciting course that offers you some brilliant topics to study and the chance
to develop your skills. History is a fantastic subject for so many career choices - it is highly
valued by employers and can be an excellent subject to go well with Science and Humanities
courses.

Students find GCSE History can be a really rewarding course; it offers you some fun and
interesting material as well as some more challenging topics that help you to really think.

Course Content

You get the chance to study controversial individuals as diverse as King John and Adolf Hitler,
and a fascinating study of treating injuries in the World War One trenches.

You can learn more about the Modern World to further your History work at Key Stage 3 and you
get the chance to study some interesting Medieval events that will remind you of History in Year
7. The Medicine course goes really well with Science and will give you a great understanding of
topics such as Germ theory, the development of antibiotics and some alternative medieval
methods of treatment such as the use of leeches. The very popular American West unit includes
studying life as a cowboy, living in a tipi, and the rush for gold. There is British, European and
World History too, giving you a fantastic range of topics:

● Medicine in Britain 1250 - present day Theme Study
● World War One Surgery Environment Study
● King Richard I and King John 1189-1216 British Depth Study
● The American West c.1835 - c.1895 Period Study
● Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 Modern Depth Study

Helpful Skills and Qualities

History can help you to learn and enhance many of the skills you need in life. History is really
helpful to people today as it teaches them how to understand different people’s ideas, how to
read and write about things in a clear, direct and precise way, as well as helping them to make
clear judgements. It can help you to read between the lines of a story and consider why you may
be presented with information in a particular way. It can be such a useful subject for you, even if
you are considering very different career options.
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History

To enjoy History and find it really interesting, it is great if you have some of these qualities:

● An interest in people and the decisions they make
● An interest in how the past has shaped the present
● An open and enquiring mind to learn new things and share ideas
● A desire to learn about different beliefs and cultures

Assessment Pattern

Examinations

Unit 1: Medicine and World War One 1 hour 15 minutes 30%
Unit 2: Depth Study and American West 1 hour 45 minutes 40%
Unit 3: Germany 1 hour 20 minutes 30%

Exams are taken in the summer of Year 11. There is no controlled assessment.
GCSE History is not a course that is full of essay writing though writing at length is important.
Each paper has short and long answer questions that help you to share your knowledge and
develop your extended writing skills.
       
Other Information

Students will be surprised how many different other career choices value GCSE History as a
qualification. For example…

● History is about the study of people: useful in social work, personnel, care careers,
health service, veterinary medicine,teaching and business.

● History teaches enquiry and interviewing skills: useful for researchers, media roles,
journalism, police, and scientific roles that test hypotheses.

● History develops an ability to read and assess documents in a critical way: useful
for lawyers, accountants, politicians, business owners, entrepreneurs etc.

● History requires argued and extended writing: useful for law, business, science,
journalism and any career that might involve writing reports.

GCSE History is therefore a great qualification for a wide variety of future careers including
journalism, law, the police, accountancy, publishing and business. History can also be really valuable
for students considering careers in computing, conservation and the media.

Examination Board: Edexcel

Teacher contact: Mr D Brunson
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Digital
Information Technology

Introduction

The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK, with 1.46 million people working in
digital companies and around 45,000 digital jobs advertised at any one time. Digital skills span all
industries; almost all jobs in the UK today require employees to have a good level of digital
literacy. The UK has positioned itself to be the ‘digital capital of Europe’ as it continues to invest
billions every year in digital skills and commerce.

We interact with digital devices many times each day and the interfaces that we use for these
interactions are crucial to how successful these interactions are. Data drives the world and the
collection, processing and presentation of data has a powerful influence on the life we lead.

Qualification Title and equivalence

BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

The qualification is graded: Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, Pass or Level 1 and grades above Pass
are equivalent to one GCSE

Course Content

During Component 1, students will: explore user interface design and development principles -
investigate how to use project planning techniques to manage a digital project - discover how
to develop and review a digital user interface

During Component 2, students will: explore how data impacts on individuals and organisations -
draw conclusions and make recommendations on data intelligence - develop a dashboard using
data manipulation tools

During Component 3, students will: explore how modern information technology is evolving -
consider legal and ethical issues in data and information sharing - understand what cyber
security is and how to safeguard against cyber crime

Assessment Model

Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning
Techniques - Three coursework assignments - 30% of the final grade

Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data - Three coursework
assignments - 30% of the final grade

Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices - 1h30m exam - 40% of the final grade

Examination Board: Pearson BTEC

Curriculum Leader: Mr D Bedford
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Media Studies

Introduction
The media play a central role in contemporary society and culture. They shape our perceptions of
the world through the representations, viewpoints and messages they offer.

The media have real relevance and importance in our lives today, providing us with ways to
communicate, with forms of cultural expression and the ability to participate in key aspects of
society. The economic importance of the media is also unquestionable. The media industries
employ large numbers of people worldwide and operate as commercial industries on a global
scale.

The global nature of the contemporary media, coupled with ongoing technological developments
and more opportunities to interact with the media, suggest that their centrality in contemporary
life can only increase. This course offers learners the opportunity to develop knowledge and
understanding of these key issues and the ability to debate important questions about the media.

Course Content

In GCSE Media Studies the course is organised around the four key concepts of MEDIA
LANGUAGE, AUDIENCES, REPRESENTATION and INSTITUTIONS. Students will use the key
concepts to analyse a broad range of media texts including: music videos, video games,
newspapers, advertising and marketing, websites, television programmes and radio.

Component One: Exploring the Media
This unit introduces students to the knowledge, understanding and skills required to look critically
at media products through the study of media language, representations, audiences and
industries. Students will study: newspapers and radio news, current affairs programmes,
advertising and video games,  magazines and music videos.

Component Two: Understanding Media Forms & Products
This unit focuses on all areas of the theoretical framework - media language, representations,
media industries and audiences. Students will explore particular media forms in depth through
both of the following topics: 1) Television: crime drama 2) Music: music video and online media.

Component Three: Creating Media Products
In this unit, learners create an individual media production in one form for an intended audience.
The forms that students can work in include television, magazine, film marketing, music
marketing and online options. Briefs are set by the exam board and may include options such as:
create a music video or website for a new artist, create a new print or online magazine, create a
sequence from a new television programme.
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Assessment Pattern

Exam = 70%
Non Exam Assessment = 30%

Component One: Exploring the Media
Written Exam Paper – 1 hour 30 minutes  - 40% of qualification

Component Two: Understanding Media Forms & Products
Written Exam Paper - 1 hour 30 minutes - 30% of qualification

Component Three - Creating Media Products

Non-exam assessment - 30% of qualification
An individual media production for an intended audience in response to a choice of briefs set by
Eduqas, applying knowledge and understanding of media language and representation.

Helpful Skills and Qualities

An enquiring and creative mind

▪An interest in a broad range of media output (films, television, music etc)
▪Technical skills, including storyboards, filming, editing, desktop publishing and poster design
▪Ability to work well as part of a group

Examination Board: Eduqas

Curriculum Leader: Ms C Taylor
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Modern Foreign
Languages

French and Spanish

Introduction to GCSE in Modern Foreign Language.

GCSE in Modern Foreign Languages gives you the tools to become a proficient linguist. Above all
of the skills being practised, by the end of this course you will feel confident holding a
conversation on day-to-day topics in a different language, which is a fantastic achievement.

The skills being practised range from spontaneous talk responding to role-play situations,
describing photo-cards, being able to translate short passages from English to target language
and from target language into English. Our interactive GCSE resources make language learning
fun and instantly rewarding and give you the opportunity to practise listening and speaking skills
outside the classroom.

Being able to speak a foreign language is a skill sought after by businesses and is often an
entrance requirement for many university courses.

Looking ahead, you can study French and Spanish up to GCSE, but also at A-Level where you will
further develop your skills and become an even better linguist!

At university, Modern Foreign Languages can be studied in combination with a wide range of
other subjects such as Science, Law, Marketing, Engineering, Economics and Social Sciences, as
well as the traditional arts based degree subjects.

Course Content

The following themes will be studied in Year 10 and Year 11:

● Relationships with family and friends. Marriage and partnership.
● Social media. Mobile technology.
● Music, cinema and TV. Food and eating out. Sport.
● Festivals and customs.
● Home town, neighbourhood and region.
● Charity and voluntary work.
● Healthy and unhealthy living.
● Environment. Poverty and homelessness.
● Holidays and travel.
● Life at school and college. Jobs, career choices and ambitions.
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Modern Foreign
Languages

French and Spanish

Helpful Skills and Qualities

The main quality required is an interest in foreign languages and cultures. The course requires
an ability to recall grammatical and vocabulary knowledge and use them through the skills of
listening, reading, speaking and writing.

Students are encouraged to develop their listening comprehension skills by watching film clips of
foreign songs, TV programmes and films.

Dual Linguists

Students who have shown a particular aptitude for languages and after a discussion with their
language teacher may study French or Spanish as a new GCSE language. Students who
choose this option will also continue with their main language.

Students will be expected to work well in whole class situations, but also to a larger extent
individually.

Assessment Pattern:

Students will be assessed by terminal examination in Year 11:
Each skill Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing is worth 25% of the final GCSE.
Students will either be entered for the Foundation Tier assessments (Grades 1 to 5) or the Higher
Tier assessments (Grades 4 to 9)  in all four skills.

Other Information

GCSE in Modern Foreign Languages is a very useful qualification to have on your CV when applying
for jobs in business, computing, the media, medicine, journalism, international law, the army,
fashion and the arts, travel and tourism and many more!

Examination Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader                          Ms C Habouzit
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GCSE Music

Introduction
Music is offered in two strands - Music GCSE and Music BTEC. Both courses offer students a
variety of musical skills and experiences including performing, composition, producing, recording
and listening and appraising.

Course Overview
GCSE music is ideally suited to someone who enjoys a wide variety of musical styles. There are
many opportunities to perform and develop performance technique, explore both traditional and
contemporary music, and make use of music technology developing skills as a composer.

In addition students are expected to engage in quality practice to support their
instrumental/singing specialism where necessary, extended listening and composition exercises,
as well as participating in some of the wide range of extracurricular music opportunities available.

Essential Skills and Qualities

● A keen interest in music from a variety of styles.
● Instrumental or singing experience.
● Regular instrumental/vocal tuition to support the performance unit.
● Open-mindedness towards contrasting styles of music and traditions.
● An enthusiasm to take part in extracurricular ensembles and perform in concerts.
● Some keyboard skills (would be of great value - particularly for composition).
● At least a basic understanding of staff notation (being able to read music) is very useful.

Exam Assessment Detail GCSE

Performance (30%): Students will need to record 1 solo and 1 ensemble performance of a
combined length of at least 4 minutes. There is no restriction in terms of musical style or
instrument. The performances take place in January of Y11 and we recommend students aim to
perform at grade 4 standard or above at that stage in order to achieve the highest marks.
(There is no requirement to have achieved any official performance grades to access this course).

Composition (30%): Students will develop musical ideas to create two compositions, one to a
brief set by the exam board and one free composition of a combined length of at least 3 minutes.
We encourage students to play to their strengths but there is no limit set on their creativity as
they can compose in any style or genre of their choosing. Students will use our Mac composition
suite and have two hours a fortnight of composition lessons.

Listening and appraising (40%): Students will learn about the history of music through 8 set
works including Bach, Beethoven, Queen and Star Wars. Students will develop music theory skills
and be able to discuss music in relation to its context. Students will sit a 1 hour and 45 minute
written paper. Section A has a total of 8 questions with 6 based upon the set works, 1 based on
an unfamiliar piece and 1 musical dictation question. These questions will be a mixture of shorter
answers, multiple choice and one-word answers. Section B involves a written comparison
between one of the set works and an unfamiliar piece for which the score and recordings are
provided.
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GCSE Music

Set Works

Instrumental Music Bach: Brandenburg Concerto
No. 5 (mvt 3)

Beethoven: Piano Sonata
No. 8 - ‘Pathetique’ (mvt 1)

Vocal Music Purcell: Music for a While Queen: Killer Queen

Music for Stage & Screen Williams: Star Wars -
Main Theme

Schwartz: Wicked -
Defying Gravity

Fusions Afro Celt Sound System:
Release

Esperanza Spalding:
Samba Em Preludio

Other information

We advise that GCSE music students have some form of instrumental/vocal tuition to help
suitably prepare students for the performance element of the course. GCSE music students will
have access to the dedicated Mac composition suite in our brand new building to work on their
compositions in their own time as well as in lesson time.
We encourage and expect GCSE music students to participate in at least one super curricular
ensemble. These include, but are not limited to: Chamber Choir, Jazz Band, Chamber Strings,
Ukulele Group, Music Industry and various rock/pop bands. Students should consider singing as
part of the Chamber Choir as this is a hugely valuable activity - singing is good for general
musicianship and developing listening skills.

There are many performance opportunities throughout the year and we encourage GCSE students
to make the most of these opportunities by performing in concerts as soloists, in smaller groups
and in school ensembles.

Option Choices
Music department staff will talk to you about the pathway which best suits your musical
experience, ability and aspirations and support you to make the right decision about the best
course choice (GCSE or BTEC) for you.

Examination Board: Edexcel

Director of Music: Mr S Gower
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BTEC Music

Introduction

Music is offered in two strands - Music GCSE and Music BTEC. Both courses offer students a
variety of musical skills and experiences including performing, composition, producing, recording
and listening and appraising.

Course Overview

BTEC music is ideally suited to someone who has an interest in music technology and the music
industry. There are many opportunities to develop music technology skills through composing,
producing, recording and performing as part of the course.

In addition to the key skills developed, students are expected to make use of the department
facilities in their own time to support their coursework and pursue their own interests as well as
participating in some of the wide range of super curricular music opportunities available.

Essential Skills and Qualities

● A keen interest in music technology and popular music.
● An interest in learning about the music industry and how it operates.
● Open-mindedness towards other musical genres, working styles and technologies.
● An enthusiasm to take part in super curricular groups and perform/support in concerts.

Exam Assessment Detail

The BTEC Music course is split into three units with students being able to specialise in
production, performance and/or composition skills alongside listening and appraising and general
musicianship skills.

Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles (Internal 30%)
Students will explore the techniques used in the creation of different musical products and
investigate different styles and genres. Students will look at a wide variety of genres including a
range of popular music styles from the 1960s up to the 00s; World Music and Music for the
media. Students will take part in practical workshops to create a portfolio of composition,
production and performance work within the different genres. Students will also research and
write up the historical and cultural context within each genre.

Genres

British Invasion (60s) Performance of ‘Love Me Do’ by The Beatles
Reggae (70s) Reggae Composition
Synth Pop (80s) Production of ‘Sweet Dreams’ by Eurythmics
Brit Pop (90s) Performance of ‘Don’t Look Back In Anger’ by Oasis
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BTEC Music

EDM (2000’s) Production of an original EDM song
Malian Drumming Malian Drumming-group performance
Music for Media Film Music Composition

Component 2: Music Skills Development (Internal 30%)
Students will explore job roles within the music industry and develop an understanding of the
skills needed to fulfill that role. Students will then form working industry groups and apply these
skills and techniques in the creation and production of a concept album. Students will take on
performance, composition and/or production roles as part of this task.

Component 3: Responding to a commercial brief (External 40%):
Students will choose an area of the music industry (composing, performing or producing) and
respond to a musical brief provided by the exam board. Students will use resources, skills and
techniques learnt across the course to develop and refine musical material. They will present their
ideas as a performance (solo/group) or by using a DAW (composition/production) and then
evaluate the approach and final outcome.

Other information

Being able to play an instrument is not a requirement of BTEC music, as long as students are
willing to get involved and learn in group work performance projects as is expected within their
portfolios. There are still opportunities to make use of existing instrumental skills and students
can choose to be assessed on their performance skills as part of the second and third units.

BTEC music students will have access to the dedicated Music Mac composition suite and recording
studio in our brand new building to work on compositions and arrangements in their own time as
well as in lesson time.
We encourage BTEC music students to participate in our Music Industry group to learn more
about live sound and lighting and support at school events as well as joining other super
curricular activities.

Option Choices
Music department staff will talk to you about the pathway which best suits your musical
experience, ability and aspirations and support you to make the right decision about the best
course choice (GCSE or BTEC) for you.

Examination Board: Edexcel BTEC

Director of Music: Mr S Gower
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Photography

Introduction to Art Photography
GCSE Photography is an exciting, enjoyable, practical course that gives you the opportunity to be
creative, work independently and develop your own skills to become the photographer you want
to be. You are taught within projects but these are designed to encourage personal responses.

Students typically find Photography to be a rewarding and engaging subject where they can
express themselves and explore their creativity whilst learning practical skills. We live in a world
surrounded by photographic images and the skills you learn on this course will stay with you for
life. The creative industries contribute £10 million per hour to the UK economy, students can go
onto careers in:
photography, media, graphic design, advertising, journalism, fashion, animation, games design,
architecture, film - to name but a few.

As well as the specific skills you will learn, GCSE Photography to an employer or University proves
that you are an independent, creative  thinker.

Course Content
As a primarily practical, hands-on subject you will spend most of your time either taking images
or working on enhancing them through digital editing or physical manipulation. The course is
based around carefully designed projects which will introduce you to the work of different
photographers and artists as inspiration, teach you how to get the best from your camera, and
how to take your images further through editing. You will have the chance to use the school’s
studio and darkroom and be encouraged to work outside of school.

Year 9 is a foundation year with six, short projects aimed at giving you a thorough introduction to
what photography can be. The majority of your marks will come from your coursework which is
made up from the extended project you do throughout Year 10 and 11, this is worth 60% of your
final GCSE grade. Your exam is a practical project set by the exam board and is worth 40% of
your final GCSE grade.

Helpful Skills and Qualities
Whether you are already a keen photographer or a complete beginner, what you need is an
enthusiasm for the subject and a willingness to try new things - we can take care of the rest. You
will try lots of different techniques and styles of photography so an open mind is essential.
You will be expected to work hard and meet regular deadlines, the ability to manage your time
and work independently - especially as the course progresses - is a key skill.
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Photography

Assessment Pattern

The structure of the GCSE is as follows:
● Year 9 Introductory projects underpin assessment requirements.
● Year 10 & 11 - Extended course work project accounting for 60% of final grade.
● Year 11 - Externally set exam. The exam paper is issued in January and students carry
out preparatory work in advance of the final Ten Hour practical exam. The exam unit is worth
40% of the final GCSE grade with the majority of marks awarded for the preparatory work.

Coursework is 60% of the final grade.  The timed examination and all the preparatory work is
40% of the final grade.

Other Information

Photography is highly recommended for any student wishing to pursue a career in Photography or
other areas of media and the creative arts. A Level Photography is available to students in Years
12 and 13 (students wishing to take A level Fine Art will need to take GCSE Art & Design as well).
Students need to have achieved well throughout Key Stage 3, and show interest and have a basic
understanding of photography. They need to be willing to put time and effort into their studies as
this is a highly demanding and time consuming course. Students need to be passionate about
Photography and have access to their own digital camera and computer.

Exam Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Mr S Winslade
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GCSE Physical Education

Introduction

The Course follows a syllabus designed to assess students’ in their practical performance and
develop their knowledge and understanding in the theoretical aspects of PE.

Course Content

The course is based on the ratio of 60% theory and 40% practical. Students are required to offer
three performances in practical contexts.

Assessment Pattern

Paper 1:  The human body and movement
in physical activity and sport

Paper 2:  Socio-cultural influences and
well-being in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed
● Applied anatomy and physiology
● Movement analysis
● Physical training
● Use of data

What’s assessed
● Sport psychology
● Socio-cultural influences
● Health, fitness and well being
● Use of data

How it’s assessed
● Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
● 78 marks
● 30% of GCSE

How it’s assessed
● Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
● 78 marks
● 30% of GCSE

Questions
● Answer all questions
● A mixture of multiple choice/objective test
questions, short answer and extended answer
questions

Questions
● Answer all questions
● A mixture of multiple choice/objective
test questions, short answer and extended
answer questions
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GCSE Physical Education

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed
● Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of player/performer (on

in a team, one in an individual and third in either a team or in an individual activity)
● Analysis and evaluation or performance to bring about improvement in one activity

How it’s assessed
● Assessment by teachers
● Moderated by AQA
● 100 marks
● 40% of GCSE

Questions
● For each of the activities, students will be assessed in skills in progressive drills (10 marks

per activity) and in the full context (15 marks per activity)
● Students will be assessed on their analysis (15 marks) and evaluation (10 marks) of

performance to bring about improvement in one activity

Practical Activity Choices: 40%
Sports in bold are offered both in the curriculum and through extracurricular clubs at
school.
Students can be assessed in activities not in bold if they play/perform regularly out of
school.

Team Activities Individual Activities

Association football
Badminton (doubles)
Basketball
Camogie
Cricket
Dance
Gaelic football
Handball
Hockey
Hurling
Lacrosse
Netball
Rugby League
Rugby Union
Squash (doubles)
Table Tennis (doubles)
Tennis (doubles)
Volleyball

Amateur boxing
Athletics
Badminton (singles)
Canoeing/kayaking
Cycling
Dance
Diving
Golf
Gymnastics (artistic)
Equestrian
Rock Climbing
Sculling
Skiing
Snowboarding
Squash
Swimming
Table Tennis (singles)
Tennis
Trampolining
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GCSE Physical Education

Students will have the opportunity to opt for one of the three practical choices each term and will,
over the two year course, study up to six sports. Each student’s three highest scoring sports will
be entered for the examination and these are then moderated in a set of practical exams just
prior to March in Year 11.

Helpful Skills and Qualities

Students will require a degree of athletic ability, although students do not necessarily have to
offer the traditional areas of football, rugby, hockey and netball as the exam allows entry in a
wide range of activities including dance, swimming and gymnastics.

Information regarding the theory will be given to the students as part of the course and therefore
the ability to retain and process that information is necessary.

Other Information

The successful student will enhance their performance grades through involvement in clubs and
activities, both in and out of school.

Examination Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Mr C Topping

53



Cambridge National in Sports
Science (CNat Sports Science)

Introduction
Students will develop a range of skills through involvement in sport and physical activity in
different contexts and roles. The CNat Sports Science helps students to apply theoretical
knowledge to practical situations in the sports industry across a variety of exemplar roles. The
course additionally provides students with a better understanding of the complexity of different
areas of sport and the sports industry whilst increasing their awareness of different ways to stay
involved in sport and physical activity and of different careers and roles within sport.

Course Content
The course is split into four units detailed below each with an equal weighting of 25%;

Assessment Pattern
Each unit is assessed out of 60 using the following criteria;
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Cambridge National in Sports
Science (CNat Sports Science)

Each unit total is then combined and this then translates into the overall grading seen below;

Helpful Skills and Qualities
Elite sport has embraced sport science disciplines wholeheartedly in the past few decades,
moving from a perspective which assumed the primacy of natural talent in producing outstanding
performance, to one which considers every minute detail of an athlete’s training programme, rest
time, environment and psychology in the pursuit of excellence.

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science offer learners the opportunity to study key areas of
sport science including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, health, injury and performance;
the science of training and application of training principles, and nutrition in sports required for
elite sports performance.

Other Information
Students will be provided the opportunity to visit a variety of industry based settings and apply
the knowledge gained from the course. This will include regular use of the gym and fitness based
equipment to accompany a personal training programme.

Examination Board: OCR

Curriculum Leader: Mr C Topping
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Religious Studies GCSE

The RS GCSE at Uckfield College is a mixture of religion,
philosophy, ethics and morality. The specification we use is
AQA GCSE Religious Studies Specification A. It is made up of
two components, ‘The study of religions: beliefs, teachings
and practices’ and ‘Thematic studies’ (ethics and morality).
Two examinations will take place at the end of year 11.

Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth,
enabling them to develop their own attitudes towards the complex issues in the world today.
Students will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of
culture, law and practices in the UK. They will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the
ability to work with abstract ideas and leadership and research skills. All these skills will help
prepare them for further study, as well as developing a deeper understanding of the world around
them.

Course Content

 The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices
 Christianity and Sikhism
● Key beliefs
● Practices
● The impact of beliefs and practices on society

Thematic studies - Ethics and Philosophy:
● Human rights and social justice
● Crime and punishment
● Peace and conflict
● Life issues including abortion, euthanasia and animal rights
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Religious Studies

Helpful Skills and Qualities

♦ Critical analysis of issues and religious views
♦ Showing empathy towards people in need
♦ Ability to accept beliefs different to your own
♦ Willingness to seek knowledge and understanding of current moral issues within

society
♦ Ability to discuss issues fairly and argue points of view
♦ Self motivation to explore topics outside the classroom through independent research.

Other Information

RS is a popular and very successful subject and a particularly good choice for those considering
English, Humanities, Social Sciences, Law and Medicine at university. If you enjoy the ‘big
questions’ in life and developing your skills of empathy, debate and discussion, RS is an excellent
choice.

Assessment Pattern

Two written examinations will be taken at the end of Year 11.  Each examination is worth 50%.

Paper 1: The Study of Religions worth 50% - 1 hour 45 minute written exam
Paper 2: Thematic Units worth 50% - 1 hour 45 minute written exam

Examination Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Mr Neil O’Halloran
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Design & Technology Options

Design and Technology are proud to offer a range of exciting GCSE options, which are Food
Preparation and Nutrition, Design and Technology, Engineering and Engineering Technical Award,
but where could these subjects take you?

We believe that studying Design and Technology could be your first step on a path leading you
towards a variety of exciting careers choices: Architecture, Fashion Design, Set Design,
Engineering, Catering, Hotel Management.

If you are considering a career in medicine, many of the universities such as UCL (a lead medical
research facility) consider an A’ Level in Design and Technology to be a desirable qualification for
entry into the medical profession and will give some preference to students who have studied it
alongside traditional sciences.

The following pages will give you information about each of the Design and Technology options,
but before you read through the course information, we would ask you to consider which options
are going to give you that ‘employability factor’. What do people in industry who will be
employing you in the future , really want?

“I consider Design and Technology to be unique in the school curriculum.  The level of
practical project work Design and Technology offers is rarely seen in the other

popular subjects.  I see this as helping to build invaluable ‘employability skills’, such
as problem solving, communication and presentational skills”

Kate Bellingham – Engineer, TV Presenter and President of the Young Engineers

The Design and Technology Department are excited to offer a choice of Engineering
options; GCSE in Engineering and BTEC Technical award in Engineering. If you enjoy
making things to solve problems and pulling them apart to see how they work, then either
of the engineering courses could be for you. We believe Design and Technology &
Engineering will combine creativity and problem solving and that the courses will be
fascinating and rewarding.
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Technology
GCSE Engineering

“Our economy is facing shortages of science, technology, engineering and maths skills and to
secure growth in high value sectors we need more young people with practical design and

technology skills.  The design and technology students of today are the engineers and technicians
of tomorrow” Helen Alexander President, CBI

GCSE Engineering is a rigorous course that aims to provide our students with a broad
introduction to the subject. This course is only suitable for students who are in higher
maths sets.

It will help students develop practical skills and understanding which will support a wide
range of career options. Our students will be learning about engineering materials,
electronics and control systems, design and communication; analysis of engineered
products including scientific and mathematical principles; how to manufacture and engineer
a product; and the application and impact of recent technological advances.

The course is assessed by;

● A 2 hour examination at the end of year 11. This is worth 60% of the GCSE

● A practical engineering assessment. This is worth 40% of the GCSE and it will be
your response to a brief set by the exam board on 1st of June, this will be a set of
engineering drawings and a prototype product. This unit will be submitted at the
end of year 11.
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Technology
GCSE Engineering

Many people assume that engineering is only about manufacturing cars and aircraft, but
what about solutions for climate change, medical equipment, food and drink for a growing
global population? We believe that GCSE Engineering could lead to a variety of exciting
career choices in a huge variety of industries.

The Design & Technology department at Uckfield College has extremely well equipped
workshops and computer suites where students will have continued access to Computer
Aided Design and Manufacturing equipment, including the Laser Cutters, CAM Lathe & 3D
Printer. They will be taught using industry standard design software as well as open source
software.

Engineers are employed by the chemical industry, food manufacturers, clothing companies,
electronics companies – almost every company that makes a product employs or uses
engineers.

“4 of the top 10 graduate salaries are in Engineering subjects” – figures recently released
by HESA as published in the Times.

Design & Technology Engineering is a very practical subject that could lead to opportunities
to improve the world in which we live.

To find out more, please come and speak to Mr Macbeth

Examination Board: AQA

Contact Teacher: Mr J Macbeth
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Technology
BTEC Technical Award

Engineering
The new BTEC Technical Award in Engineering is a more vocational introduction to life and
work in engineering.

• delve deeper into how the engineering sector works
• develop core engineering skills and an understanding of design processes
• put what they’ve learned into practice by designing and model an engineered product.

The course has two internally assessed components, and one that’s externally assessed:

Component 1 - Exploring engineering sectors and design applications
Aim: get to know industry sectors, how they work together to solve real-life problems, and apply
related skills within project work.  Internally assessed assignments 30% of the award.

Component 2 - Investigating an engineered product
Aim: explore the types of materials, components and processes used to make products, then
reproduce and test a product. Assessment: internally assessed assignments 30% of the award

Component 3 - Responding to an engineering brief
Aim: investigate and provide solutions to real-life problems by creating their own engineered
product. Assessment: externally assessed task, where students create an engineered product
based on a brief. 40% of the award.

Examination Board: Edexcel

Contact teacher: Mr J Macbeth
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Technology
GCSE Food Preparation and

Nutrition
“Make cooking and learning life skills compulsory for ALL kids

so they can survive when they leave school.” Jamie Oliver

In preparation for life in a demanding and rapidly changing society, all young people need to
become critical consumers and understand food products that they buy and eat. Most importantly
they must make informed choices about food, diet, purchases and value for money.

It is important for young people to have an awareness of the role and value of food in society, an
understanding of nutrition, a working knowledge of food safety and hygiene and skills in food
preparation and cooking.

What will you do?

You will be encouraged to think creatively as you learn about the science and nutrition of food
products. Students need to be able to work independently and cooperatively with others. Good
organisational skills are essential in both practical and written work, with opportunities to develop
your ICT skills.

Above all, you will develop a fantastic life skill;
the ability to cook really good food!

The course is divided into units which cover all aspects of Food Preparation and Nutrition.

● Food Presentation skills
● Food safety
● Food Function
● Food commodities
● Multi Cultural cuisine
● Nutrition and Healthy eating
● Food Science
● Food Choice
● Food Provenance
● Practise NEA 1+2

The GCSE course consists of:

● 50% Non Exam Assessment
(controlled assessment)
Part 1- Food Investigation - 15%
Part 2 - Food Preparation Assessment - 35%

● 50% Exam Assessment
Theory knowledge
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Technology
GCSE Food Preparation and

Nutrition
At Uckfield College the Food department has three fully equipped kitchen classrooms that
give KS4 Food Preparation and Nutrition students vast opportunities to produce quality food
products to a professional level.

What will you do next?

Food preparation and nutrition opens many doors and can lead to employment in careers such as
Food marketing, Food science, Product development, Retail purchasing, Hospitality, Teaching,
Healthcare and many more.

Possible jobs include:

● Professional chef – cooking food in a variety of hospitality settings
● Buyer – sourcing ingredients for chefs and product developers from around the world
● Dietician and Nutritionist – giving advice on diet and nutrition
● Food marketing and advertising – promoting food products to the right people at the

right price
● Product developer – designing new and exciting food products
● Food scientist – investigating ingredients and food products to help improve knowledge

and understanding of food

“This course has helped me develop skills and given me the opportunity to move
onto the next level of food, hospitality and catering, which could lead into
management, or to other jobs in industry. I recommend this course to anyone
who enjoys cooking. This course has opened a lot of doors for me, for which I'm
very grateful”
Phillipa Penfold, UC Student

If you would like to find out more, please come and speak to Mrs Hampton

Examination Board: AQA

Contact teacher: Mrs L Hampton
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Technology
Design and Technology

“Design and technology is about making things that work well. Creating these
things is hugely exciting: it is an inventive fun activity.”

Sir James Dyson Industrial designer, inventor and founder of Dyson and Patron of the
Design and Technology Association

Design & Technology is part of everyday life and is constantly evolving. This GCSE will
focus on developing practical skills within a range of materials, allowing students to
manufacture high quality outcomes. Students will learn about commercial processes and
careers in related industries, as well as developing core transferable skills, such as
collaboration, time management  and communication.

What will you do?

Students will experience learning through practical activity. They will be prepared to
successfully complete design challenges independently and to make decisions in how they
solve their own design problems. Students will apply mathematical skills and understand
related science. This reflects the importance of Design and Technology as a pivotal STEM
subject.

During their GCSE Design and Technology course students will learn how to develop
drawing techniques, and CAD (Computer Aided Design) skills. They will also have the
chance to use CAM (Computer Aided Manufacturing). The course consists of:

50% Non Examined Assessment - this is a contextual challenge set by the exam board.
The students are required to explore needs, create solutions that demonstrate how the
needs can be met and evaluate how well the needs have been met.
The students will use an iterative design process to design, develop and make a working
prototype that can be tested and evaluated. They can use any of the materials that we
have covered during the course. Their practical work will be supported by a comprehensive
e-portfolio which will include substantial evidence of the design, manufacture and
evaluation of the product.

50% Examination - This is a written examination that will test the students on their core
knowledge of design and technology principles. They will also be tested on their in depth
knowledge of at least one main material category. It is worth noting that 15% of the paper
will assess learners’ mathematical skills as applied within a design and technology context.
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Technology
Design and Technology

At Uckfield College we have extremely well equipped workshops and computer suites where
students will have continued access to Computer Aided Design and Manufacturing
equipment, including the Laser Cutter and CAM Lathe and router. They will be taught using
industry standard design packages as well as open source software.

What will you do next?

Our Design and Technology students have gone on to study and work in a wide range of
courses and careers including Engineering, Architecture and the Built Environment,
Jewellery design, furniture and product design. They have also taken opportunities of work
experience in the UK.

Design and Technology supports and compliments all subjects across the curriculum and
helps nurture well rounded young people, preparing them for today’s ever changing world.

“British Designers are celebrated all over the world for their creativity and
innovation but the real strength of our industry has, and always will, lie in

education.  I have always believed that intelligent design is of fundamental
importance, not only to the economy but to the quality of everyday life for
ordinary people.”  Sir Terence Conran Designer and founder of Habitat and

Conran.

Exam Board Eduqas

Curriculum Leader: Mr J Macbeth
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Technology
GCSE Art Textiles

GCSE Art Textiles will give you grounding in both Art and Textiles processes using a
wide range of materials and processes. It is a rewarding and challenging course for any
student.  It develops self-confidence, creative thinking and practical skills for life.

Our course is described by the external moderator as “an exciting course” producing “lively
and creative responses with a good mixture of modern and traditional processes”.

This course is suitable for students who:
• Are keen to develop their visual skills
• Are creative, enthusiastic and imaginative
• Willing to experiment and take risks with their work
• Willing to review their progress and make improvements

What will you do?
You will be taught a wide range of textiles techniques and skills along with knowledge of
how to use colour, composition and texture. Some of the work will be flat, and some will
be 3D, some of it will be decorative and some wearable, some traditional and some
modern, some of it may even light up. You will experiment with fabrics and materials that
you expect to find on this course, and others that will surprise you. All of this will be
underpinned by studying the work of artists, designers and craftspeople.

60% Non Examined Assessment
There will be a range of projects covering a spectrum of topics. They are designed to make
sure you are confident in your abilities and feel comfortable with the creative process.
There is time to experiment, and take risks with your work and discover what you like and
are best at. By the time you get to the Christmas break in year 11 you will have a portfolio
of work including many exciting experiments which are developed into final pieces. This
mark will make up 60% of the final grade.

40% Externally Set Task
In year 11 you will be given a paper from AQA containing 7 possible starting points to a
project that will be executed over roughly 6 weeks. We often refer to this as the exam, but
it is actually a project set by the exam board culminating in a 10 hour (2 Days) practical
carried out in the Textiles room. The idea is that you have had plenty of time to research
artists, produce experiments, get photos and drawings of your topic and work out exactly
what you are going to do over the 2 days. The format will be familiar to you as the
assessment objectives and structure of the project is what you have been doing for the last
2½ years
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Technology
GCSE Art Textiles

Our Textiles rooms are very well equipped with a sewing machine per student and specialist
equipment such as embellishing, embroidery machines and a large heat press. We also
run several workshops each year where we hire professional textile artists for the day.

This course can lead to an A Level in Art Textiles and then an Art Foundation or BA (Hons)
degree and many career possibilities in the creative industries. The possible career paths
from Textiles are too varied to name, but they include Film, Theatre and Television work in
Special effects, Set design or Costume design; Interior design, Fashion design or
Management; Teaching or Lecturing; Museum work as a curator or in conservation or
running your own business as a designer and maker.

The creative subjects are often a desired qualification in today's university applications as
there is a growing awareness of how creativity is an essential part of any academic process.

For more information speak to Ms S Rawnsley.

Examination Board: AQA

Contact teacher: Ms S Rawnsley
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Key Stage 4
Options Process 2022/23

Student Choices

Instructions/guidance for completing the student choices form:

All students should:

● Complete the form carefully and fully on the correct Pathway. Please number three
options in Stage 3 in order of preference for Pathway A and number four options in Stage 4 in
order of preference for Pathway B.

● There are two copies of the Options form. Please keep the WHITE one for your records
and return the LILAC coloured paper one to your form mentor.

● Don’t forget to get your parents/carers to sign the form. Your options will not be
processed unless the form is signed.

The deadline for the form to be submitted to your form mentor is
Friday 25th February 2022.
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