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Introduction for Students

Love Learning For Life

Student Welcome
Welcome to Uckfield College! We are looking forward to working with you in the next, exciting
chapter of your education. You are part of a new era at Uckfield College. You will be joining the
school as the new school is completed and almost all of your lessons will be in the new
classrooms. There are amazing opportunities open to you here. Our college logo, the Martlet
bird, represents the ceaseless pursuit of learning, virtue, perseverance, endeavour and hard
work, qualities we want all our students to develop whilst here at Uckfield College.

Exciting times ahead
We are looking forward to meeting you soon as you start your journey into secondary education
and we are pleased that you have chosen to come and join us here at Uckfield College. At the
moment you are among the oldest and wisest members of your school community; quite
naturally you are beginning to look forward to moving on. You may be wondering what your new
school life will be like. It is natural to be a bit nervous; however, just remember soon you will be
meeting, for the first time, the people who will soon become your ‘best friends’, you may be
doing your favourite subject potentially for the first time; you will be enjoying new clubs; you
will be learning new skills and have huge amounts of fun along the way.

A Super Curricular school
We are a Super Curricular school and every student takes part in at least one of our amazing
clubs. You will have a fantastic choice of activities.
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Frequently asked questions
What subjects will I get to do?
You will have English, Maths, French or Spanish, History,
Geography, Science, Technology, Music, Drama, Dance,
Computing, PE, Life Learning, Religious Education, and Art

What happens if I get lost?
You will be given several tours of the school at our welcome events this summer. You will also be
given a map. Don’t forget that our staff and our students are friendly and always happy to direct
you. There will also be 6th Form helpers in the corridors during your first week.

How much homework will I get?
You are expected to spend 30 minutes on each piece of work set each day. Usually you will only
get two or three pieces a night. Homework is never due for the next day so you will always have
time to complete it or go and see a teacher if you are stuck.

How long is the school day?
You will have five lessons a day, each lesson is 1 hour long. You will also have a personal
development time (PDT) session on most days or an assembly. There are two break times each
day, one in the morning and one at lunch. The day starts at 9am and ends at 3.25pm (3pm on a
Monday).

What happens if someone is unkind to me?
Bullying is rare and there will be lots of members of staff who can help: your Director of Year,
your Pastoral Leader or your Form Mentor. We do not tolerate bullying, and every student in our
school has the right to feel happy and safe. It’s that simple.

What if I do not know anyone in my form?
We try to put you in the same form as one or more of your friends but sometimes that is not
possible. However, most students make new friends on day one and also you will get to see your
friends in other lessons and at lunch and at break times.

What can I eat?
There is a wide range of food available at breakfast, break and lunch in the Refectory, ranging
from salads, pasta and healthy dinners to hot snacks like sausage rolls and slices of pizza.
Alternatively, you can bring a packed lunch.

Are the bigger students scary?
The older students will be much taller than you; however, this is a friendly community and they
will look out for you. Also, you have your own outdoor social area and inside, you have your own
section of the Refectory with your year group.

Other questions?
I am sure that you have lots more! Don’t forget that your year 6 teachers will know the answers
to lots of your questions and, once you arrive, you can ask as many questions as you need to.

Many of your questions can be answered by visiting the school website:
http://www.uckfield.college/
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A letter from a Year 7 student
This letter was written by a student who experienced the very same feelings that you may be
now.

Dear Year 6

I’m going to tell you everything I wish I’d known when I started here. All about the homework,
teachers, getting lost and more…

First, I can guarantee that the homework isn’t as bad as you think it’s going to be. I bet that
everyone has told you that it’s terrible and really hard. Don’t worry, none of that is true!
Sometimes the homework is challenging but it’s never too hard. Also, most of the time it’s what
you’ve been learning in class so as long as you pay attention, you’ll be fine!

Next is the teachers; again, you’ve probably been told that they are mean and scary. They’re
not, the teachers are kind and understanding and make every subject interesting. If you’re stuck
they’ll help you, if you are struggling with homework they’ll help you and even if you’re just a bit
lost, they’ll help you. They are there to help and that’s what they do.

Getting lost is another big worry of new year 7s, such a big place to get your head around! But
again, don’t worry. You have so many lessons that by the end of week two, you’ll know where
everything is. When and if you do get a bit lost, there are plenty of people to ask that will tell
you where to go. Also, if you are a little late for your lessons during the first few weeks, the
teachers will understand.

Anyway, enough with the worries, let’s have the positives. One thing that is a definite positive is
the amount of equipment and facilities that Uckfield College has to offer. For a start there is a
huge variety of sports you can play at lunch, break, in clubs and in PE. There’s: a swimming
pool, basketball hoops, table tennis tables, a 3g pitch, sports halls etc. Other than sports, there
are some pretty amazing pieces of equipment to use in Technology, sewing machines in Textiles,
whole kitchens in Food Tech and every Art resource you could imagine! Outside of lessons there
are numerous clubs, there are sports clubs, technology clubs, science clubs, music clubs, Eco
Club and more, some of these are during break or lunch and some are after school, there’s a
club for everyone! And I’d better not forget all of the amazing opportunities that are available.
There is Enrichment week at the end of the year which is a whole week of fun activities and
trips. There are lots of deep learning days which is when you spend the whole day off timetable
and learn about one subject all day. There are many more trips as you move up the years.

Good luck!

ect. I now teach it. My favourite subject
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Information Section

For Parents and Students
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Uckfield  College

Invites you to

‘Together to Success’
2022

A series of meetings and workshops for parents of
new students to ensure the best possible
relationship and teamwork between home and
school. These events will help you to support your
child in realising their full potential and achieving
success as they embark on the next exciting
chapter of their education.

The table below has details of each of the ‘Together to Success’ events that are scheduled
between now and the end of 2023. We hope that this early notice will allow you to secure these
dates in your diary so that as many parents/carers as possible are able to attend. These events
help to provide you with key information as well as establishing an early and positive
relationship with the College and your child's teachers and Mentor.

We look forward to seeing you
7



The ‘Together to Success’ Programme

Preparing for Success

Tuesday 28th June 2022
6.00pm – 7.00pm

Start time will depend on your
child’s Mentor group. Letters will be
sent confirming this.

There will be a presentation from the Principal and
Pastoral Team which outlines the College’s vision for your
child’s education.
There will also be a presentation to explain how the
purchasing and use of Chromebooks is coordinated.

Finally you will have the chance to meet your child’s year
7 Mentor and ask any questions you may have ahead of
starting in September.

Together to Success

English, Maths, Science and
Modern Foreign  Languages

Thursday 8th September
5.00pm - 7.00pm (approx)

This is an excellent opportunity to find out more about
the English, Maths, Science and Modern Foreign
Languages curriculum in Key Stage 3. What is covered
and how is it delivered? How can you provide support at
home? What to expect from homework? How do these
subjects enthuse and enrich beyond the classroom?

Information will be presented by Curriculum Leaders and
KS3 Leaders. Students are also encouraged to attend
this event.

Together to Success

Meet the Mentor and
Supporting Student Progress

Thursday 17th November
5.00pm - 7.00pm (approx)

This evening will provide you with the chance to hear
about key updates from your child’s Form Mentor
(Student leadership, praise and celebration, learning
targets, learning organisers, Edulink, behaviour systems,
mentoring, extra-curricular activities, parents’ evenings
and reports). It also gives you the chance to meet other
parents/carers in your child’s Mentor Group and Year
Group.

There will be a presentation explaining how we assess
and track academic progress so that you are able to fully
understand your child’s report.

Finally there will be a presentation that looks at the
teenage brain and how to best nurture its growth and
development to establish healthy habits for success. This
will also include some important messages around
e-safety.
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Uckfield College Uniform Guidance - Year 7 September 2022

At Uckfield College we believe there is a strong link between the students’ uniform and their
learning. Uniform sets a tone of positive team spirit and pride in our college.

Uckfield College Uniform

Navy Blazer Uckfield Check Skirt Navy Trousers

White Shirt Navy Jumper (optional) Tie (Y7 starting Sept 2022)

● White tailored shirt or blouse available from College suppliers or from the High
Street. Must be worn tucked in and with the top button fastened. Revere collar blouses
are not acceptable. Any T-shirts/vests/undergarments worn under should be plain white
and must not be visible.

● Year Group Tie (this is unique to this year group) which must be purchased from
College suppliers and must be worn by all students. Ties must be worn tied to the neck
and broad side of the tie uppermost, which should reach down to the waist, and not in a
shortened style.
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● Plain navy blue trousers or Uckfield check skirt. Trousers can be purchased from
our suppliers or from the High Street and the skirt is available from our suppliers.
Trousers must be plain, navy blue formal school trousers. They must be of a suit
material, not ‘chino’ or other thick material. Any belt necessary with trousers should be
plain black or navy with a normal and discrete buckle. No ‘skinny fit’ or ‘wide leg’
trousers or leggings are permitted. Trousers must not have a high lycra content. Skirts
must not be rolled up at the waist.

● Navy blue blazer with College logo badge on pocket, supplied by our uniform
suppliers. Students may remove their blazers in lessons with the permission of their
teachers. Between lessons and to / from school blazers must be worn as the top layer.
School jumpers should not be worn unless under a blazer. In Term 6 students are
permitted to come to College without a blazer, but should not wear their College jumper
as the top layer.  Blazer sleeves should not be rolled up.

● Optional - College V-neck jumper with purple stripe - only jumpers bearing the
College stripe are permitted. No non-college jumpers, cardigans or sweatshirts. V-neck
jumpers are to be worn as an additional layer, for warmth, underneath the College
blazer. V-neck jumpers must not be worn without a blazer unless a teacher gives
permission for blazers to be removed in a lesson. Most students do not wear jumpers in
Term 1 (early Autumn) or in Terms 5 & 6 (Summer).

● Plain black socks (no ‘over knee’ socks and no logos). Tights must be plain black
(no footless or patterned tights).

● Shoes - Must be black, including the sole (not trainers, slipper shoes, sandals or
boots). Canvas shoes are not acceptable. Fashion logos (including stripes, ticks etc.) or
brand names must not be visible. The material must be leather or leather-look and must
be polishable. No rubber toe caps etc. For further shoe information please look at the
uniform page on the college website.

● We do not permit branded logos (e.g. Nike, Adidas, Jack Wills etc.) on any school wear
whether they are on shirts, socks or shoes. The reason for this is because we ensure
students are not put under peer pressure to have branded clothing. Our uniform
supports our ethos of equal opportunity no matter what your family income is.

● In cold and wet conditions if a coat is necessary in addition to the College blazer please
ensure that suitable outdoor coats are worn on the journey to and from College. Denim
and leather are unsuitable materials. Any coat/jacket should be plain black or navy in
line with the college uniform. Hoodies are not permitted in place of coats and should not
be brought into school; if a hoodie is seen it will be confiscated. Coats must not be worn
indoors or in classrooms.
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● Belts are only permitted if required to hold up trousers (not as a fashion accessory) and
should be thin and plain black or navy.

● For Health & Safety reasons it is not permitted for students to wear earrings or have
body piercing. Tongue or other piercings are not permitted. We will, however, allow one
pair of ear studs, worn in the lobes, which must be removed before a PE lesson
(sleeper hoops are not permitted). Necklaces, rings and bracelets are not permitted.
Fake nails are not permitted.

● Haircuts - extreme or shaved styles are not acceptable. No hair dye products should be
used on under-16s, according to manufacturers and the industry's professional body. If
over 16 and hair is dyed it should look natural and only natural colours should be used.
If you are in doubt, please contact the college in advance.

● Make-up is not permitted at all in years 7-9. The Parents’ Forum had a number of
parents who are very upset at the pressure put on young girls to wear make-up. We are
prepared to permit a small, discrete amount in years 10 and 11 if it is judged appropriate
for a professional workplace.

● Scarves are not permitted indoors.

● Mobile Phones/MP3/Ipods are not to be used during the school day. Therefore at no
point should a student have earphones visible. If earphones are seen they will be
confiscated immediately. The only exception to this is if a teacher has permitted their
use when working from a Chromebook.

● Mobile phones are allowed to be brought onto the school site but they must be switched
off and out of sight throughout the day, including break and lunch. If a phone is seen or
heard it will be confiscated immediately and will only be returned at the end of the day.
Depending on the circumstances a phone may be kept until a parent/guardian comes to
collect it. Failure to hand over a phone will result in instant isolation and a possible
exclusion. The only exception to these rules is if a teacher has given permission for the
use of phones to support learning within a lesson. Students must not use their phones
to listen to music. All mobile phones must have active, functioning parental
controls. Any phone or device that is found not to have working parental controls will
not be returned to the student and only returned when the parent comes in and makes
the strict promise that they will install / reactivate them.

● Certain items worn for religious reasons are acceptable.

● Break and Lunchtime. Students are expected to maintain a smart appearance at all
times, whether inside the building or on the playground or field. This includes having
shirts tucked in, skirts worn to their full length and ties worn correctly. The only
exception to this is if a student is taking part in physical activity eg a game of
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football/basketball etc, when they may wish to change into trainers and have shirts
untucked. Students are permitted to remove their blazers during break and lunchtime
but at no point should they wear their jumper as the top layer. All items of uniform must
be put back in place (eg shirts tucked in, school shoes on) immediately the student
finishes the activity. Students wearing the incorrect uniform will be given a uniform
detention the following day.

● To and from school. Students are highly visible on their way to and from school and
are ambassadors for their college. All students must wear their uniform to and from
school and wear it correctly e.g. shirts tucked in, tie done up, skirt unrolled. They may
not wear PE kit to and from school even if they have PE period 1 or 5.

Uckfield College PE Kit

PE Top - Boy Fit PE Top - Girl Fit Long Sleeve PE Top

Black PE Shorts with Logo Black PE Skort with Logo Uckfield Sports Socks

PE Kit

Sportswear fabrics have moved on considerably over recent years and become much more
widely available as performance sportswear from school uniform suppliers. With this in mind,
our PE kit is functional, comfortable, durable, easy to care for, professional and distinctive.
Under their College PE kit, students are permitted to wear plain black base layers e.g. thermal
tops and/or leggings.
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Footwear for the ‘All Weather Pitch’ must be sports boots with studs that can be proper or
moulded.  They must not be blades or Astro Turf trainers.

All items of uniform are available to purchase from;

Sussex Uniforms
Unit 1 & 2 Bridge Road Industrial Estate
Haywards Heath
West Sussex
RH16 1TX
Telephone - 01444 227066

Website www.sussexuniforms.co.uk

Late Night Shopping Events
Sussex Uniforms Haywards Heath

Tuesday 21st  and Thursday 23rd June 2022 - 4pm to 8pm

Sussex Uniforms... the number one choice for
schoolwear in Sussex!
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First Aid and Student Welfare Information

First Aid
The College has a number of First Aiders headed by our Lead First Aider who is on hand if a
student sustains an injury during college hours. However there is not a nurse on site at the
college and we do not have clinical facilities. The First Aiders are unable to diagnose an injury or
medical condition but will use their judgement as to whether or not the student needs further
medical attention and if parents/carers need to be informed. Parents/carers will be informed
either by phone in the event of an emergency or by e-mail or letter, via the student, in
non-urgent cases.

Student Illness
The team of First Aiders will endeavour to look after students who become unwell during college
hours however please ensure that students known to be genuinely unwell are kept at home as
we do not have the facilities to deal with this. We understand that it is sometimes not easy to
make the right decision about sending students to college if they complain about feeling unwell.
If you have any concerns then please feel free to discuss this with the Lead First Aider at the
beginning of the day. If a student becomes unwell and needs to go home they must see a
member of the first aid team to authorise their leave and the college will contact the
parent/carer. (Sixth Form students should also see a member of the first aid team to authorise
absence in the event of illness and to inform their parents/carers).

Medication
In line with East Sussex County Council policies and procedures, the College is unable to provide
or supply students with any form of medication which has not been prescribed or recommended
by a health care professional and brought in from home. This includes paracetamol and
ibuprofen and also includes all topical preparations such as deep heat and arnica cream. The
College will of course continue to do all that it can to assist students with any first aid or medical
issues.

Wherever possible, medication should not be brought into college. Ideally the medication should
be prescribed in dose frequencies which enable it to be taken outside college hours, for example
antibiotics that are prescribed three times per day may be taken at breakfast, dinner, and
bedtime. However we do recognise that some students will require medication whilst at college
in order to minimise absences or because of specific medication .

Students who do require medication during college hours may either:

Hold their own medication - in order to do this parent/carers are required to complete a
‘Parental Consent’ form. This form can be found on the college website or can be obtained from
our Lead First Aider in college. By signing this form the parent/carer deems the student
competent to self manage and carry their medication. The medication must be labelled with the
student’s name, the name and dose of the medication, and the frequency of dose. We would
advise that medication held by students is kept to a bare minimum and your child should be
made aware that on no account should they share their medication with any other students.

or
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Request that medication be held and administered by designated college staff - in
order to do this parent/carers are required to complete the ‘Permission to Administer Medication’
form. This form can be found on the College website or obtained from the Lead First Aider at
college. All medications administered by college staff are to be prescribed or recommended by a
pharmacist, doctor or nurse. Whenever possible the medication should be brought into college
by a responsible adult and the amount of medication recorded. The medication must be labelled
with the student’s name, the name and dose of the medication, and the frequency of dose.
Medicines kept on college premises should be collected at the end of each term and returned at
the beginning of the new term. It is a parental responsibility to ensure that the medication
supplied is within its expiry date although the college will endeavour to keep parents informed if
an expiry date is imminent.

Some students may need to keep emergency medication such as EpiPens and inhalers both on
their persons and also keep a spare on the college premises in the first aid room with the
necessary instructions for use.

Healthcare Plans
Healthcare plans are used by the college to inform the appropriate staff about the individual
needs of a student with a medical condition. Therefore if your child has a known ongoing
medical condition, or for those children who may require additional support at certain
times throughout their time at college, please notify our Lead First Aider by completing this
EHCP form.

The College will do all that it can to assist students with any first aid or medical issues but if you
require any further information please feel free to ring our Lead First Aider on 01825 764844,
ext 1003, or email office@uckfield.college to discuss any further concerns.
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Peripatetic instrumental lessons at Uckfield College
Music has a strong tradition at Uckfield College and we are proud to have a dedicated team of
classroom and instrumental teachers. In addition to our broad Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 curriculums
we offer instrumental/singing tuition for most instruments through Create Music, formerly known
as East Sussex Music. Lessons are available on an individual and group basis, depending on
musical experience and generally occur during school hours. Financial support is available for
lower income households and instrumental hire can be arranged.
If you would like to enrol your child in instrumental lessons before the start of term, please use
the following web address which will take you directly to the Music Service application page:
https://createmusic.org.uk/

The music department also offers private piano lessons in college through an experienced local
piano tutor on an individual lesson basis. If you would like further information about piano
lessons please contact me using the following email address to express an interest and find out
more information: s.gower@uckfield.college

We endeavour to accommodate all requests for instrumental/vocal tuition and fully support any
student that expresses an interest to learn. However, there are occasions where it is necessary
to create a waiting list. This is rare and we would look to create opportunities to start/continue
learning as soon as possible.

We also offer a wide range of extra-curricular ensembles and choirs for all students to join.
These groups maintain a high level of involvement and enjoyment by students at the college
and perform to a high standard regularly throughout the academic year.

Our extra-curricular music provision includes, but is not limited to, Lower School and Chamber
Choir; String Orchestra; Jazz Band and Ukulele group.

In addition to these regular ensembles a number of smaller ensembles establish throughout the
year for various events, as well as the numerous student-led groups across all year groups.
Students can join the musician’s club and gain access to the music practice facilities before and
after college and at break and lunch times.

There are many opportunities for students to present performances throughout the year and we
encourage all students to participate. We look forward to sharing our 2022-2023 concert dates
with you in the Autumn term.

Please do not hesitate to contact me via email, s.gower@uckfield.college, if you have any
questions about music at Uckfield College. I very much look forward to meeting you at future
concerts.

Simon Gower - Director of Music
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Art and DT Materials 2022/2023
In an effort to reduce the number of times students are asked for money we prefer to use a more centred
approach when advising on material requirements for Art and DT.

Requirements for Art for Year 7
1 A4  art sketchbook (All students must have one for day to day art lessons)
1 clear plastic pencil case
2 3B pencils (HB are too hard for sketching)
1 pencil sharpener
1 rubber
1 fineline fibre tipped pen
1 thickline fibre tipped pen
2 black biro (for drawing and annotating)
1 pair of scissors (right or left handed) Total

£3.50

Requirements For Design and Technology for Year 7
DTE(Design Technology Engineering):
Pewter Casting: (includes card for moulds, pewter, blades & findings)
Gloweee! (includes acrylic, wood, LED and components)
Race for the Line Rocket Car (includes metal rods for axles, washers & wheels)
Pizza Project
Textiles Project (includes fabric, thread, fabric dyes/pens and webbing)
Sketchbook
Sundries
Sturdy Plastic Wallet

£2.00
£1.50
£2.50
£1.50
£2.75
£1.00
£1.00
£0.40

Total
£11.90

Food Preparation and Nutrition
Students will be asked to bring in fresh ingredients to make a range of exciting food products
from sweet and savoury salads through to fresh pizzas and breakfast muffins. The ingredients
information will be set on classroom as essential preparation for your lesson. If a student
has difficulties in sourcing their ingredients they must speak to their teacher at least 3 days
before the lesson.

The cost outlined is a voluntary contribution. The 1996 Education Act states that there is an
exception in the legislation which enables schools to charge for materials where a pupil's parent
wishes them to own the materials. In cases of financial hardship, particularly if your
son/daughter is identified as Pupil Premium, please contact the Finance Office
(finance.info@uckfield.college) to discuss.

If you wish to purchase any of these items please make your payment via ParentPay. These
items should be visible if you click on the ‘items for payment’ page for your son/daughter. Your
login details for ParentPay are being sent to you by post, separately to this
information pack.
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Locker Hire for Year 7 students

As a College we feel that it is very important that every student should be given the opportunity
to have a locker which saves them having to carry around extra books, PE Kit etc on a daily
basis.

Lockers will be assigned to Year 7 students at a cost of £12.00. This will secure the locker for
three college years only. The key must be returned to Student Services before the end of the
college year in July 2025. Each locker has a keyed lock and keys will be allocated to students as
soon as possible on receipt of your payment via ParentPay. (Your login details for ParentPay
are included in a separate letter from this information pack).

Lost keys can be ordered via Student Services at a cost of £4.00 each, however we do not hold
spares on site and an order will only be submitted when 10 or more keys need replacing.
Alternatively spare keys can be cut at a local locksmith.

Please can we suggest that the locker key is attached to a distinguishable key ring, so it is easily
identified if it is mislaid.

The cost outlined is a voluntary contribution. The 1996 Education Act states that there is an
exception in the legislation which enables schools to charge for materials where a pupil's parent
wishes them to own the materials. In cases of financial hardship, particularly if your
son/daughter is identified as Pupil Premium, please contact the Finance Office
(finance.info@uckfield.college) to discuss.

Caroline Tucker
Business and Facilities Manager
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Information on the use of Biometric Systems at Uckfield College

We are pleased to inform you that Uckfield College uses biometric technology for both the
cashless catering system and for students to release printing from print stations within the
college. Both have been in operation here at Uckfield College for the past few years and have
proved to be very successful and popular.

Both systems work by the students swiping their fingers past a reader at either the till point or
print station. However, do not worry! We will not retain any students’ fingerprints or biometrics
on any computers or any other records. Each student’s fingerprint image is taken and used to
create a mathematical algorithm, but the image is then destroyed and the only information
stored is the student’s name and their code number. The numbers cannot be reinterpreted back
to a fingerprint image. This technology is widely used in primary and secondary schools and fully
meets Data Protection regulations.

Catering Biometrics
All of our new year 7 students in September will be informed and given training on how to use
the cashless system for catering as no cash can be accepted at the actual food counter ‘till point’

In readiness for your child starting you will need to top up their catering account via ParentPay.
This is an online facility for the direct payment of school meals and other items such as
trips/activities and school equipment. More information on how this works, including an
activation code and password have been included within this information pack.

With regard to the catering cashless system, any amount can be paid into the account held
within the system, money spent on food will be deducted from the account, students can check
their balance at the till points or at the balance checking unit. Parents can log into ParentPay
and check both the balance and what their child has purchased. There is a daily spend value of
£5.00 programmed into the system, however this can be adjusted for an individual student by
parents/careers making a written request to the college.
If your child is entitled to Free School Meals the system will automatically be credited with the
FSM value daily, this if you wish can be topped up.

Printing Biometrics
Students have a pre-paid allowance for printing and this is topped up monthly by the college.
Printing biometrics works by the student swiping their finger past a reader at the print station.

Consent
Due to legislation requiring your consent in writing, we require our parents/careers to sign and
date the forms which will be sent out to you shortly, and return them to the college on the New
Intake Evening on Tuesday 28th June 2022. If however you wish to opt out of the biometric
scanning system, please can you notify the college on the reply slip and a card will then be
issued to your child for catering, which will need to be shown at the till point for every purchase.
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Edulink for Parents

EduLink One is an app/website for parents, carers and students which gives you quick and easy
access to your child’s; timetable; school reports; achievement and behaviour data; catering
purchases and so much more. It is also the ONLY way in which you should report your child’s
absence to us and check the contact information we hold for you remains accurate and up to
date.
More features will be added as we move through the academic year. This basic guide gives you
an overview of what you can see and do while using EduLink One.
To access the Uckfield College Edulink Website use the Edulink icon link in the Parent Zone of
our College website or go to https://edulinkone.uctc.org.uk
Details of the mobile phone app are provided at the end of this guide.
If the Institution ID is required please use: uctc
Log in to Edulink using the Edulink username and password you have received from the Uckfield
College IT services team. If you have any queries or need any help please contact
itsupport@uckfield.college.

Home Screen
This shows all of the areas that you have access to via small circles
which are links. If you notice any problems/errors in the Account
information, Contacts or Medical information please contact the school
by email to office@uckfield.college so that we can update our master
records. These will then synchronise with EduLink One. In future you
will be able to update your own records via the Edulink App without
having to contact the school office.

View your child’s school reports-Documents
Here you can view and download your child’s current and past Uckfield College
school reports. We no longer provide paper versions of school reports.
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Absence reporting
EduLink One is the ONLY way in which we expect everyone to report their child’s absence. It
provides a quick, accurate and secure way for you to give us the key details about the reason
for your child’s absence from school. Edulink absence reporting should be used on the morning
of your child’s absence Before 8.30 am. If your child is absent for more than one day an
Edulink absence report should be submitted for each day they are not able to attend
school unless they have a serious illness and a medical certificate has been submitted to us.
Please note that we are no longer accepting absence notification by phone message.
Once you fill in the form below it will submit an email message to the attendance officers in
College. They will contact you if further information is required.
All Medical appointments should be accompanied by a copy of an appointment card or hospital
letter which you should attach copies of to the absence report, otherwise any such absence will
be recorded as unauthorised.

Please consider all absences carefully. Headaches, cough and colds are not deemed sufficient
reason for children to stay home from school, and will be deemed to be unauthorised absences,
unless medical evidence is received. Regular reviews are carried out of student attendance, and
where it is deemed that attendance is a concern, letters will be sent home and meetings set up
to discuss improvement strategies. This is part of a County initiative to improve school
attendance and assist students to achieve their full potential.

View Attendance
The attendance screen has tabs across the top which enable you to view a
breakdown of attendance for the academic year, statutory month and the statutory
academic year. You can also see the amount of times your child was late for a
specific subject.
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View timetable
Day tabs across the top enable you to view your child’s timetable for each day of the
week.

View achievement points
The achievement tab keeps you informed about the number of achievement points that
have been awarded to your child by their teachers. You will also receive email
notification each time your child receives a new achievement point letting you know
which member of staff has awarded it.

Behaviour/detentions
This shows any negative behaviour points and detentions that have been issued to your child.
You will also receive email notification of these. Hopefully this tab will stay empty throughout the
year.
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Update Information
The update information tab allows you to change the contact details we hold for you
and your child. We currently cannot facilitate changes of address or family contacts
within this system. Any changes of address or family contacts are to be emailed to
d.gates-williams@uckfield.college and detail all members of the family we have on
record that these changes apply to. Please also note that in reference to emails and
phone numbers the ‘primary’ is the email or phone number we will use first and the one which
our automated systems will use i.e. emails and text.

Parents evenings
This section of Edulink allows you to book your appointments for parents evenings at times of
your choice.
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EdulinkOne Phone/Tablet app is available for both Android and IPhone
Use the links below or go to the app store/play store and search for the ‘Edulinkone’ app.
Visit the Appstore for the Iphone/Ipad app
Visit Google Play for the android phone/tablet app
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One to one Chromebooks to enhance teaching and
learning

Chromebooks for Learning
All students at Uckfield College enjoy the excellent benefits of technology enhanced teaching
and learning across the curriculum.

It is all about the quality of teaching and learning
Our aim is to give our students a ‘world class’ education. We are passionate about ensuring
every student has the most stimulating and engaging teaching and learning opportunities. One
crucial part of students making rapid progress is when the work is pitched just right; not too
easy, not impossible but just hard enough that it is challenging. One to one computing devices
improve this differentiation.

A typical day at Uckfield College with One to One Chromebooks
William is at home, rushing to get ready for school, and because his Chromebook boots up in a
few seconds he is able to tell his parents what time his Parents’ Evening starts.

Lesson 1, Emily is in Maths and is using the touch screen capability of her Chromebook to
explore rotational symmetry. She can annotate onto the screen using the Chromebook pen. The
teacher asks the students to hold their screens up to her and in tablet mode she can share
visually her work so the teacher can immediately see who needs extra support or more
challenging work

In English, lesson 2, Jack and his class are reading a poem by Wilfred Owen which the teacher is
leading them through.  This evening he will draft a poem of his own as a Google Doc which he
can access in his next English lesson, because it is stored in the ‘cloud’. He will share the
document with his peer reviewer who will then offer constructive suggestions for improvement
within the same document in real time.

Harry is able to create a narrated Google Earth guided tour of Rio de Janeiro with his own
commentary about urban land use in Geography, lesson 3.  Later, he shares this online.

Lesson 4, Megan is in History.  While most of the learning is based around sources and artefacts
that the teacher has provided, she finds it very useful to look up and research extra knowledge
using her Chromebook to support her thinking and ideas. She shows the teacher that she has
found a great extra resource online and they ask her to share it with the whole class via Google
classroom. The whole class immediately has access to this additional resource.

At lunchtime, Tom goes to the Reading Room and borrows an electronic book to read on his
Chromebook.  He likes the way he can select any word that he is not sure of the meaning of and
he gets an explanation.  When his reading was not as strong as it is now, he used to use the
textspeak function through his earphones and get his Chromebook to read out various subject
worksheets and also to read back his own answers to check that his written work made sense.

In Personal Development Time, Charlotte is reviewing her SMART Learning Targets and
demonstrating what progress she has made on each one via her personal Learning Log Website.
She also adds images of a visit to the City of Bath over the weekend with her parents along with
a commentary about what she learned there. These multimedia learning logs are available to be
seen ‘anytime, anywhere’ by Charlotte, her parents/guardians, her Form Mentor, her Director of
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Year and her subject teachers, so that everyone involved in supporting her is able to do so in a
well-informed way.

Yesterday evening, Katie looked through some of the pre-learning video and text learning
materials for today’s Science lesson that had been shared with her via Google Classroom, so, as
she started lesson 5, she already had a basic understanding of the main steps in evolution.  In
the Science class she is then able to move on to doing the higher level extension work.

After school, as James looked at his homework via Google Classroom, he realised he didn’t
understand the topic as well as he had thought during the day.  He uses his Chromebook to look
through the learning platform resources which are structured in a way that allows him to look
back at the presentations and exercises he did in class as well as to view extension learning
materials. He is also able to view a short video made by one of his Maths teachers that explains
how to solve quadratic equations.

Why have we introduced one to one devices for students?
We are now seven years into our Chromebooks for Learning Scheme and it is hard to imagine
our college was ever without them. All parents either opt into the Uckfield College Chromebook
scheme or else they provide their child with their own choice of Chromebook. We continue to be
excited about the extremely positive impact this development is having on the learning of our
students each and every day, and I sincerely hope you will share in that excitement as you step
with your child into the future of teaching and learning at Uckfield College.

It is not future technology; it is the present.  Our students embrace the learning opportunities
presented to them via the world wide web and personalised technology. It will be their future
working and learning experience.

Chromebooks help students organise, communicate, collaborate, learn and study at home and in
school. Individual access to technology is not something that should happen in a few rooms in a
school.  It should be for everyone, everywhere, anytime.  Chromebooks enable that.

Students are used to having access to the internet at all times, in all places - school should not
be the exception.

We want our students to have access to the greatest source of information ever assembled and
to study in their own innovative and personalised ways.

We make full and effective use of technology for learning; our students need to learn about
safe, effective, and productive use of technology learning tools.  We are making the educational
experience for students at Uckfield College as varied, dynamic and stimulating as possible.

Why have we opted for Chromebooks?
~ Less than 8 seconds to boot up
~ Long battery life
~ Simple technology that will just work
~ Easy student-teacher workflow
~ Large numbers of computers that can be managed centrally
~ Excellent collaboration tools
~ Works seamlessly with G Suite and other cloud-based applications which all of our students

and teachers already use extensively
~ Multiple users can set up accounts on the device so it can be used by family members.
~ Supports Chrome Apps, Android Apps and Linux Applications
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Home Content Filtering
To keep your child safe from unsuitable web content and sites we have a powerful and strict
content filtering system in place across the College site. However, for home internet use we
would expect parents to set up content filters at home using the parental control settings
provided by your Broadband supplier. It will be these settings that determine what your child
can access when using the Chromebook in your home. We recognise that not all parents/carers
feel confident about setting up their content filtering at home, please seek the advice of your
Internet service provider in the first instance.

Payment Options
The full cost of the Chromebook package for September 2022.   This includes:

● A Lenovo Generation 2 500e with 8GB RAM and 64GB of local storage for apps
● A case worth approximately £30
● One year warranty
● In-house repairs for three academic years. NB: Should the Chromebook be damaged

during this period, it should be taken to our IT Support team who will assess the repair
and quote if it is a £10 or £50 charge. This charge is the excess for us to claim on our
insurance. The charge will be put on ParentPay and we would need payment before the
Chromebook is returned to you.

Option 1
If you would like to pay for the Chromebook in full, we would like you to make a one-off
payment to our bank of £342.11 Our Bank details will be arriving by post shortly. Given that the
retail cost of this Chromebook model alone is expected to be approximately £400 you can
imagine how excited we are to have secured this package price.

Option 2
If you would rather set up a monthly standing order with your bank, please use the details on
the form which will be sent to you by post shortly to enable you to do this. The cost is £29.51
per month for 12 months and this includes a £1 a month admin fee.
Whichever option you choose, in cases of financial hardship, particularly if your son/daughter is
identified as Pupil Premium, please contact the Finance Office on
finance.chrome@uckfield.college and we will be more than happy to look at an alternative
payment plan that suits you.
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Study Support

We are pleased to be able to offer your child the opportunity to join Study Support sessions
which run before school each day and after the normal college day, Monday to Thursday, during
term time. These sessions are an excellent way for students to complete homework or
undertake research in a safe and supportive environment.

At Study Support your son or daughter will:
★ Sign in and out for each session they attend.
★ Work in the Refectory study area which is passively supervised by staff working nearby.
★ Work sensibly and quietly.
★ Have made arrangements with you to travel home safely.

Times: Before school from 8am and immediately at the end of the college day until 4.30pm.
There is no charge for this provision.

Our Learning Plus (SEND) department invite certain students to homework club after school and
they are helped with their homework.

Students can also use the supervised Reading Room before and after school for silent reading.

There are also a very wide range of extra-curricular activities, most of which are free, for
students to do before and after college.

As students progress through the college, there are a number of extra support
sessions/intervention clubs that students can attend after school to help them with their
understanding. In the run up to external examinations, there are also ‘breakfast revision’
sessions for students. These are all free.
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