
PTA appeal letter - update

Dear Parents and Carers

We are all very proud of our outstanding college and a major factor in its success is the
support you give to your son/daughter and to Uckfield College in general. Together we
achieve a great deal with limited resources. It is without doubt the case that we face budget
cuts in education.

I am determined that the quality of teaching and learning will continue to be outstanding.
Furthermore, I will ensure that:
✓ We continue to recruit the very best teachers.
✓ Class sizes remain small
✓ We continue to have a rich, broad curriculum and the option choices available remain
varied to meet the individual preferences of each student.

However, we will find it a challenge to increase spending on some extras that would benefit
students. It is for this reason that I am writing to you to ask you to consider making
contributions to a UCTC PTA school fund. Our PTA is a registered charity and therefore your
donations can be Gift Aided. This enables your generous gift to be increased by the
government. For every pound you donate, we will receive £1.25 or £1.28. Furthermore, if
you are a higher rate taxpayer, you can claim personal tax relief on your gift such that every
£1 you donate that is worth £1.28 to us only costs you 77p (or 64p if you earn over
£150,000).

How would your money be used? All money would be used for particular projects that would
benefit students directly. Student Council, which represents the students and/or staff would
submit requests to the PTA and they would allocate money to projects that would benefit
students the most.
Examples might be:
➢ Basketball or other sport/leisure facilities in the playground
➢ Lighting or sound equipment for the theatre or hall
➢ Playground facilities like picnic benches and rain–proof covered areas
➢ Extra-curricular activities and clubs
➢ Improved Reading Room resources
➢ Improved study facilities for the sixth form students etc.

I am sure that we all agree that education should be free for all and that this is a fundamental
right in a fair society. I must stress that this request is entirely on a voluntary basis. You may
wish to make a single donation each year or it would be very helpful if you set up a standing
order arrangement. Many of you will be able to set up a standing order through your internet
banking service but if you wish you can use the attached standing order form and post it to
your bank.

How much are we requesting? If you are willing to donate, then how much you give is
entirely up to you. We are very aware that there is a very wide variety of incomes in the



Uckfield community and that thepandemic has hit many families hard. I know most schools
specify an amount but I would prefer that each family gives according to its ability to pay.
Some of you may wish to give £1 a month (£12 a year) and others may be able to afford £2
(£24), £3 (£36) or more. Whatever your donation, it will be very gratefully received and used
very carefully to benefit your child(ren).

We would be more than happy to receive your ideas and suggestions as to how this funding
can best add to enrichment activities for a wide range of students. Please do write to the
PTA via the College Reception.

Yours sincerely

Hugh Hennebry
Principal


